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Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
[bookmark: _Toc472788010]Entrances
At the appointed time, the King and Queen shall be seated upon their thrones and the people assembled to witness the ceremony. When all is ready the herald will begin (at the King's command): 
HERALD: According to our ancient laws and customs, the time has come for the Crown of An Tir to pass on their rule to their battle-chosen successors. An Tir, stand in witness to the coronation of your next King and Queen. 
The King will command the presence of those chosen to convey the royal regalia. 
HERALD: Let those who have been chosen to convey the Royal Regalia now come forward. 
And when they are assembled: 
KING: It is time for us to pass on the Crowns and Thrones of our Kingdom. We give into your keeping these symbols of sovereignty, and do charge you to hold them in trust for Our heirs. 
The King and Queen hand to the bearers the Sceptre, Rod, and Orb of An Tir, and the bearers return to their places. Then the King shall call forward the Champions of An Tir. 
KING: Champions of An Tir, attend us. 
And when the Champions have arrived, the Crown shall say: 
CROWN: It is now time for us to pass on Our Crowns, and we have need of the Symbols of your Offices. We thank you for your honorable service. 
Giving back the Symbols, the Champions depart. At the King's command the herald will summon the Crown Prince's spokesman (or if the Crown prefers the herald may act as spokesman): 
HERALD: _______________, come before Their Majesties. 
SPOKESMAN: On the _____ day of __________ Anno Societatis __________ the Kingdom of An Tir did hold a Crown Tournament in _______________ to determine who would succeed to the Crowns and Thrones of An Tir. _______________ was victorious on the field that day, and he comes today to press his claim. 
KING: Let him approach. 
The Crown Prince enters, with his attendants, and stands before the thrones. 
KING: Why have you come into this Our court? 
CROWN PRINCE: To claim what is mine, by right of arms and the laws and customs of this land. 
QUEEN: Do you make this claim only for yourself? 
CROWN PRINCE: I claim it also for my lady, _______________. 
KING: Then let her join you here. 
The Crown Princess enters, with her attendants. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788011]The Champions’ Challenges
KING: We hear your claims. Does anyone second them? 
The Champions of An Tir come forward. 
KINGDOM CHAMPION: I, _______________, Champion of An Tir, declare the justice of _______________'s (Crown Prince) claim. 
Throwing a gauntlet to the floor, continues: 
KINGDOM CHAMPION: Does anyone here challenge his right to ascend the Throne of An Tir? 
RAPIER CHAMPION: I, _______________, Rapier Champion of An Tir, do declare the merit of _______________'s (Crown Princess) claim. 
Throwing a gage to the floor, says: 
RAPIER CHAMPION: Does anyone here dispute her right to wear the Crown of An Tir? 
ARTS & SCIENCES CHAMPION: I, _______________, Arts & Sciences Champion of An Tir, declare the truth of _______________ and _______________'s claim. 
Throwing a glove to the floor, says: 
ARTS & SCIENCES CHAMPION: Is there anyone here who challenges their right of to rule the Kingdom of An Tir? 
KINGDOM PROTECTOR: I, _______________, Kingdom Protector, declare the validity of _______________ and _______________'s claim to the Thrones of An Tir. 
Throwing a glove to floor, says: 
KINGDOM PROTECTOR: Does anyone here make claim to the Throne? Speak now, if you would contest the right of _______________ and _______________ to the Crowns of An Tir. 
If there is a challenge the champions will answer it. Then the champions will be given goblets and will raise them in tribute to the Crown Prince and Crown Princess. 
CHAMPION OF AN TIR: We drink to _______________ and _______________, next King and Queen of An Tir. 
Draining their cups, they return to their places in the court. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788012]The Oath of Sovereignty
KING: _______________, (Crown Prince) We have seen you here acknowledged true heir to the Crown. We recognize your claim to ascend the Throne of An Tir. 
QUEEN: _______________, (Crown Princess) We have seen you here acknowledged true heir to the Crown. We recognize your claim to ascend the Throne of An Tir. 
KING: Will you accept the Crowns of An Tir and swear the Oath of Sovereignty before these witnesses? 
CROWN PRINCE AND CROWN PRINCESS: We will. 
The Crown Prince and Crown Princess kneel. The King and Queen shall lay across Their palms the Sword of State. And the Crown Prince and Crown Princess will lay their hands atop the Sword, on the hands of the King and Queen, and the herald will lead them, phrase by phrase, in the Oath: 
HERALD:
Here do I swear, by hand and mouth,
Service and protection to the Kingdom and populace of An Tir;
To the utmost of my power;
To govern its people according to their laws and customs;
To uphold the ideals of Chivalry;
To maintain and encourage the Arts and Sciences; 
To promote and support Service;
To cause Law and Justice, with Mercy, to be executed in all Our judgments;
And to set an example of honor to all;
So long as I remain Sovereign of An Tir.
So say I, _______________. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788013]The Cloaks
The King places the Cloak of State over the Crown Prince's shoulders, saying: 
KING: _______________, receive this Mantle of An Tir, mindful that you now bear the honor of the realm upon your shoulders. 
The Queen places the Cloak of State over the Crown Princess's shoulders, saying:
QUEEN _______________, receive this Mantle of An Tir, mindful that you now bear the virtue of the Kingdom upon your shoulders. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788014]The Coronation
The King will remove His Crown, raise it above the head of the Crown Prince, pausing that all may see, and place it upon the head of the Crown Prince, saying: 
KING: I, _______________, do crown you, _______________, King of An Tir, with the right to wear this crown and to pass it to your successors. Receive it now and with it, the Kingdom of An Tir, to care for and rule, from this day forth. 
The new King will rise and face the people. 
HERALD: An Tir, behold _______________, your undoubted King. Long live the King! 
The Queen removes Her crown, and gives it to the new King, saying: 
QUEEN: I, _______________, do now surrender this crown to you, that you may crown your Lady queen. 
Turning to the Crown Princess, she says: 
QUEEN: Receive the Crown and Throne, won for you by your champion, and pass it on to your successors. 
Placing the crown on the Crown Princess' head, the new King says: 
KING; _______________, receive this Crown and share with me from this day forth the care and rule of the Kingdom of An Tir. 
As the new King and Queen turn to face the populace, the herald says: 
HERALD: An Tir, behold _______________, your undoubted Queen. Long live the Queen!
The new King and Queen shall take Their places upon the Thrones. 
The stepping down King & Queen may leave court at this time, if so, the Herald will exhort cheers (being sure to use the titles they had BEFORE taking the Throne).  They may stay and witness if they and the King and Queen wish it.
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The Sceptre shall be brought to the King, the bearer kneeling: 
HERALD: Wield this Sceptre of Royal Justice, mindful of your oath to treat all who come before you, friend or foe, subject or stranger, with justice and honor. 
The bearer may offer words of wisdom to the Crown.
Then the Rod shall be brought to the Queen, the bearer kneeling. 
HERALD: Bear this rod of Royal Mercy, heedful of your oath to see that justice is tempered with mercy, and to nurture courtesy and chivalry throughout your realm. 
The bearer may offer words of wisdom to the Crown.
The Orb shall be brought to the King, the bearer kneeling. 
HERALD: Accept this Orb of Royal Dominion, remembering your promise to nourish the well-being of the realm, to restore the decayed and to maintain that which is restored, that the Kingdom may flourish and prosper and her people be always first in your heart. 
The bearer may offer words of wisdom to the Crown.
The Great Seal shall be brought to the Queen, the bearer kneeling. 
HERALD: Receive the Great Seal of An Tir, mindful of your oath to make laws which are just, to reward virtue and punish transgression for the good of the Kingdom and its people. 
The bearer may offer words of wisdom to the Crown. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788016]The Toast
Goblets will be brought forth (containing wine or other beverage, as Their Majesties desire), the bearers saying: 
CUP-BEARERS: Your Majesties, accept these goblets in token of the hopes of your subjects, that you will drink deep of happiness in your reign. 
The King and Queen take the goblets and drink the following toast: 
KING AND QUEEN: We drink to those who have ruled before, to those who will come after, and to the people of An Tir, without whom there would be no Kingdom to rule. 
The cup-bearers depart, and Their Majesties' attendants take their places.
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The past King and Queen may be invited to swear fealty first.
PAST KING AND QUEEN: I, _______________, do become your liegeman/woman of life and limb, and of earthly worship. Faith and truth will I bear unto you, to live and to die, against all manner of folks. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to you and promise to protect and defend you, and those of your household(s), with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
The past king and queen depart at this time.  If cheers not previously exhorted do so at this time (being sure to use the titles they had BEFORE taking the Throne).
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The herald shall call forth the Champions:
HERALD: Let the Champions of An Tir present themselves before Their Majesties. 
When they have gathered..
HERALD: Do you, the Champions of An Tir, now swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, to come to the aid of the Throne in strife, and in all matters to defend this Realm of An Tir, so long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
CHAMPIONS: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to you, the Champions of An Tir, and promise to protect and defend you, and those of your households, with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
Retainers hand Their Majesties the Champions' Symbols as the herald says: 
HERALD: Receive this Sword of Royal power, mindful of your obligation to protect the Kingdom from all enemies and to defend the defenseless from all who would harm them. 
And the King, receiving it, gives it to the Champion of An Tir saying: 
KING: _______________, Champion of An Tir, We return this Sword to your keeping, charging you to keep it safe and deliver it up to Us at such times as the Kingdom has need and We shall require it. 
HERALD: Receive this Rapier, mindful of your obligation to protect the Kingdom from all enemies and to defend the defenseless from all who would harm them. 
And the Queen, receiving it, gives it to the Rapier Champion, saying: 
QUEEN: _______________, Rapier Champion, We return this Rapier to your keeping, charging you to keep it safe and deliver it up to Us at such times as the Kingdom has need and We shall require it. 
HERALD: Receive this Baton, keeping in mind your oath to promote the Arts and Sciences in the Kingdom of An Tir, that scholars may flourish and craftsmen prosper. 
The King or Queen, receiving it, gives it to the Arts and Sciences Champion saying: 
KING OR QUEEN: _______________, Arts and Sciences Champion of An Tir, We return this Baton to your keeping, charging you to lead our people, at Our direction, in the advancement of the Arts and Sciences, in this Our Kingdom of An Tir. 
HERALD: Receive this Bow, which is power and strength contained, mindful of your oath to temper justice with mercy, and to foster Chivalry and Courtesy in your realm. 
The King or Queen, receiving it, gives it to the Protector saying: 
KING OR QUEEN: _______________, Kingdom Protector, We return this Bow to your keeping, charging you to deliver it up to Us as We require, or An Tir has need. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788019]The Fealty of Princes and Princesses
HERALD:  Those Princes and Princesses of the Summits and Avacal, who have in their time received the oaths of the people, come forward, kneel and swear fealty unto Their Majesties _________________ and ________________.
When they have gathered:
HERALD:  Do each of you, Princes and Princesses of this Realm, now swear fealty to ______________ and ________________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this realm?  And do you now swear faith to the Crown of An Tir?  And being mindful that the honor of the Realm springs from you won deeds, do you swear that you will treat chivalrously and courteously with those of every degree as long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir?
PRINCES and PRINCESSES: I so swear.
KING:  And we, for Our part do swear fealty to you, the Princes and Princesses of An Tir, and We promise to protect and defend you, and those of your Principalities and those of your households, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir.
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HERALD:  Their Majesties now invite those Royal Peers, who have in their time received the oaths of the people, to come forward, kneel and swear fealty. 
When they have gathered:
HERALD:  Do each of you now swear fealty to ______________ and ________________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this realm?  And do you now swear faith to the Crown of An Tir?  And being mindful that the honor of the Realm springs from you won deeds, do you swear that you will treat chivalrously and courteously with those of every degree as long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir?
ROYAL PEERS:  I so swear.
KING:  And we, for Our part do swear fealty to you and We promise to protect and defend you, and those of your households, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir.
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HERALD: As a knight swears fealty to the Crown when the honor is received, so is that fealty is renewed at the beginning of each reign. Therefore let all Knights of the Realm come forth, with their swords girded on, to kneel before the Throne, together with those Masters-at-Arms who wish to swear fealty. 
And when they have gathered: 
HERALD: Do each of you, a Knight or Master at Arms of this Realm, now swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this realm? And do you now swear faith to the Crown of An Tir? And being mindful that the honor of the Realm and of the Order of which you are members springs from your own deeds, do you swear that you will treat chivalrously and courteously with those of every degree as long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
MEMBERS OF CHIVALRY: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to you, the members of the chivalry of An Tir.  We promise to protect and defend you, and those of your households, with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
HERALD:  If there are Masters at Arms who would raise their glasses in toast to Their Majesties, let them come forward at this time.
The Masters at Arms may come forward and toast Their Majesties.  If none come forward continue with the following:
HERALD:  Those members of the Order of the Pelican, whose Service is recognized as an example to all: come forward if you would swear fealty to the Crown of An Tir. 
And when they have gathered:
HERALD: Do each of you, a Pelican of this Realm, now swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this realm? And do ye now swear faith to the Crown of An Tir? And being mindful that the honor of the Realm and of the Order of which you are members springs from your own deeds, do you swear that you will treat chivalrously and courteously with those of every degree as long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
PELICANS: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to you, the Pelicans of An Tir, and We promise to protect and defend you, and those of your households, with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
[bookmark: _Toc52350974][bookmark: _Toc52351244][bookmark: _Toc52410563]QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
HERALD:  Their Majesties call those Teachers of the Order of the Laurel who would offer fealty to the Crown, join your fellows of the Peerage of An Tir in pledging faith to _______________ and _______________, true King and Queen of this Realm. 
And when they have gathered: 
HERALD: Do each of you, a Laurel of this Realm, now swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this realm? And do ye now swear faith to the Crown of An Tir? And being mindful that the honor of the Realm and of the Order of which you are members springs from your own deeds, do you swear that you will treat chivalrously and courteously with those of every degree as long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
LAURELS: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to you, the Laurels of An Tir, and We promise to protect and defend you, and those of your households, with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
HERALD:  Their Majesties call those Masters of Defense who would offer fealty to the Crown, join your fellows of the Peerage of An Tir in pledging faith to _______________ and _______________, true King and Queen of this Realm. 
And when they have gathered: 
HERALD: Do each of you, a Master of the Order of Defense, now swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this realm? And do ye now swear faith to the Crown of An Tir? And being mindful that the honor of the Realm and of the Order of which you are members springs from your own deeds, do you swear that you will treat chivalrously and courteously with those of every degree as long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
MASTERS: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to you, the Laurels of An Tir, and We promise to protect and defend you, and those of your households, with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788022]The Fealty of Territorial Barons and Baronesses
HERALD: Let those Barons and Baroness who hold lands for the Crown, and those Royal Patrons come now to swear fealty. 
When they have gathered. 
HERALD: Do you now swear fealty for the lands you hold to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this realm, and uphold the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir? And being mindful that the harmony of your baronies and the honor of the Kingdom springs from your own deeds, do you now swear that you will deal courteously with those of every degree, so long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
BARONS, BARONESSES and ROYAL PATRONS: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to these Barons, Baronesses and Royal Patrons of An Tir, and promise to protect and defend them and the people of the lands they hold with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
[bookmark: _Toc52350975][bookmark: _Toc52351245]QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
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HERALD: Let Kingdom Officers of An Tir come before Their Majesties, together with the Officers of the Crown Principality of the North. 
And when they have assembled, the Kingdom Seneschal shall say: 
KINGDOM SENESCHAL: Your Majesties, we, the Officers of An Tir, and the Crown Principality of the North offer to you these batons, the symbols of our service to the Crown, that you may dispose of them and of our offices as you will. 
KING OR QUEEN: My Lords and Ladies, as you have served Our predecessors on the Throne of An Tir in the past, so do we charge you now to continue to carry these Batons-of-Office in good and faithful service to Our Crown and Kingdom. 
HERALD: Do you Officers of An Tir, and The Crown Principality of the North swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will faithfully discharge your offices, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this realm, and uphold the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir? And being mindful that the harmony of the Kingdom springs from your own deeds, that you will deal courteously with those of every degree, so long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
OFFICERS: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to these Officers of An Tir and the North, and to all who serve under them, and to protect and defend them, and their households, with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
[bookmark: _Toc52350976][bookmark: _Toc52351246]KING: _______________, Chief Scribe of this land, we consign this Great Seal of An Tir to your safe-keeping, charging you to deliver it to Us as the Kingdom has need or We shall require. 
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HERALD: Their Majesties now call upon those of the populace who wish to swear fealty/pledge their support and allegiance to the Crown of An Tir. 
When they are assembled: 
HERALD: Do you the people of An Tir, affirm that _______________ and _______________ are the true and rightful Lord and Lady of this Realm, that you will support and defend them in your hearts and in your homes and that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this Realm so long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
PEOPLE: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear that We shall do all in Our power to protect and defend these, Our subjects, and to rule them justly, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
And when all have returned to their places the herald shall say: 
HERALD: An Tir! We have here witnessed the Coronation of _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, and the vows of fealty and service which bind them to the people of Their Kingdom. 
Long live King _______________! Long live Queen _______________! 
The herald will exhort cheers for An Tir.
Here the coronation court ends, but Their Majesties may elect to continue with Their First Court. 
You will need to meet with many people on coronation day, so make plans to spend the ENTIRE day on this ceremony. You have a lot of lines in this ceremony, so you will need to have an assistant or two, to spell you. Try to change at section breaks, for a smooth transition. Unless you're a real masochist, you shouldn't try to do Final or First Court. 
You will need one more assistant to direct assembly at the entrance to court. This person could also be a good messenger for the Crown Prince and Crown Princess's retinue, who always need someone to help before the ceremony). 
After the Crown tournament Vox Leonis will send copies of the ceremony to: the King; the Queen; the Crown Prince; and the Crown Princess. 
Black Lion and Vox Leonis should obtain copies of the ceremony as revised by the Crown Prince and Crown Princess about three weeks in advance, in order to review and advise the Crown of any omissions or other issues the Royalty may need to be aware of. The final decision on any portion or rite will be made by the Royal Couple at that point in the ceremony. Vox Leonis should retain a copy of the final edit for the ceremony files. 
At least two weeks in advance you should send copies of their parts to: the Champions; the Sceptre-bearer; the Rod-bearer; the Orb- bearer; the Chief Scribe; the cupbearers and personal crown- bearers; and the Kingdom Seneschal. Remind the Crown to bring the Regalia, and find out the names of the regalia-bearers. Also, you should remind the Crown Prince and Crown Princess to prepare information for their retinue detailing where each member should position themselves and what each member's duties are. With the Chief Scribe's portion, remind her/him to bring the Seal. 
Check the regalia:  Sceptre, Rod and Orb: to be brought by the current royalty.
Sword, Rapier, Bow and Staff: to be brought by the respective Champions. 
Meet with: Champions; Spokesman; Regalia-bearers; Chief Scribe; Cup-bearers; Personal Crown-bearers; and Kingdom Seneschal, to discuss cues and possible problem areas. Also meet with Banner- bearers to discuss assembly points and times. 
Remind the Crown Prince and Crown Princess to speak up, so that people can HEAR them. 
Make certain that there are two retainers to remove the coronets after the Mantles of State have been put around the shoulders of the Crown Prince and Crown Princess, and that retainers are nearby to take the regalia when the new King and Queen make the toast. 
Meet with the Masters-at-Arms to find out whether they will toast the Crown (as is usual), swear fealty (rare), or if this portion should be left out. Be sure to inform the new Royalty of the Masters-at-Arms decisions BEFORE the ceremony. 
In the swearing of fealty, the parts labeled KING: may be spoken by either King or Queen, so find out who will be speaking them, so you can prompt them if need be. 
WATER, and lots of it for you. 
[bookmark: _Toc52350978][bookmark: _Toc52351248][bookmark: _Toc472788025]The Crown Lists
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
[bookmark: _Toc472788026]Invocation
The Crown may first seat themselves, or if they wish may come in with their retinue before the procession.
At Their Majesties command the Herald shall call for the presence of the populace to witness the Invocation of the Lists. 
[bookmark: _Toc52350980][bookmark: _Toc52351250]HERALD: Let all who would compete in the Crown Lists of the Kingdom of An Tir present themselves before Their Majesties _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir. 
[bookmark: _Toc52410569][bookmark: _Toc472788027]Procession
The order of the procession shall be as follows: 
1. The Royal Guard (if there is one). 
2. The Musicians (if any). 
3. Territorial Branches (by class) in order of precedence (see notes for Heralds): 
a. Principalities 
b. Crown Principalities 
c. Baronies (and Provinces) 
d. Shires 
e. Cantons, colleges, strongholds and ports 
4. Combatants (by class) in order of precedence (together with the Lady/Lord whose honor they advance): 
a. Champion of An Tir
b. Other Champions of the Kingdom of An Tir
c. Lions of An Tir
d. Royal Peers 
e. Knights and Masters/Mistresses at Arms 
f. Other Peers
g. Fighters with Order of Hasta Leonis or Grants for fighting orders
h. Fighters with AoAs for combat
i. Sergeants at Arms
j. Other combatants 
5. The Constabulary 
6. The Marshalate 
7. The Heralds (in order of precedence).
As the procession enters the Royal Presence, the heralds will announce each branch and combatants. And when all have entered the court, the herald shall proclaim: 
HERALD: People of An Tir, see here the combatants in the Crown List of the Kingdom of An Tir. Great is the honor of competing in this list, for the victor, with their consort, shall wear the Crowns of An Tir. 

But you who enter into honorable combat do, by your courtesy and valor, show forth the renown of the Kingdom of An Tir, and the greater glory your inspiration. Let brave deeds and chivalric conduct prove you worthy of the honor you seek and the favors you bear. 
If the King or Queen wish to speak, the herald shall say: 
HERALD: Hear now the words of the Crown. 
And the King or Queen shall speak such words of inspiration or instruction as they shall desire. 
Following the Crown's talk, the Earl Marshal (with the senior marshals) and the Kingdom Constable (with his/her deputies) shall approach from opposite sides of the field, and meeting the herald they shall bow to the Crown, and face each other. 
HERALD: While there has been no combat in progress within this field, it has been the responsibility of the Constabulary to maintain order and safety here. Now that combat for the Crown of An Tir is about to begin, do you, _______________, Chief Constable of An Tir cede your jurisdiction over this field to the Earl Marshal and the Marshalate of An Tir. 
CONSTABLE:  I do.
HERALD: Do you, _______________, Earl Marshal of An Tir, accept authority over this field. 
EARL MARSHAL: I do.
HERALD:  Henceforth, let none but the chivalric combatants and those with official business pertaining to combat, come within these precincts, until the combat is concluded. 
[bookmark: _Toc52350981][bookmark: _Toc52351251]Here the Constables and Marshals shall bow and withdraw. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788028]The Oath
HERALD: Let the people of An Tir bear witness to the Combatants’ Oath:

Do you each know and swear to abide by the rules of the lists? 

Do you each have a lord or lady whose favor you advance, and whom you may crown as your consort, should you prove victorious on the field today? 

Do you each swear that if victory is yours today, you and your chosen consort will attend your coronation, the Crown Tournament to select your successor, and your successor's coronation? 

Do you affirm that if victory is yours today, you and your consort shall swear fealty to the Crown of An Tir.

Do you also affirm that you and your consort will fulfill the duties and obligations of the King and Queen of An Tir, ruling justly, according to the Laws and Customs to the utmost of your abilities, so long as you shall reign? 

Then go bravely forth to the Field of Honor to prove the worth of your inspiration in noble victory or honorable defeat. 
The populace will then be given an opportunity to present favors to the combatants, the herald saying: 
HERALD: Let any of the populace who desire come forth now to bestow favors upon these combatants of An Tir. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788029]The Challenges, if Done
As the unbelted fighters generally outnumber the belted fighters, the King may invite selected unbelted fighters to take a place in the ranks of the belted. If there are an odd number of fighters, the King shall be sure to put more on the belted side than upon the unbelted, so a belted combatant gets the Bye. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788030]The First Round, if Done
[bookmark: _Toc52350984][bookmark: _Toc52351254]HERALD: Let the unbelted combatants now issue their challenges for the first round. When challenge has been issued and accepted, begin the combat, and then go unto the Master of the Lists to record the result. 

People of An Tir! Attend you now the beginning of the List of the Crown Tournament of the Kingdom of An Tir. Heralds to the fields! Marshals to the fields! Let the List begin! 
[bookmark: _Toc472788031]The Final Round
When there are only two combatants remaining, the herald shall, at their Majesties command, invoke the Final Round. The populace will be called to witness the final combat. 
HERALD: Let the final round of the Crown List of the Kingdom of An Tir begin. Come now the finalists who will do battle for the Kingdom of An Tir. 
HERALD: People of An Tir! witness now the final round for the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir. Here do meet _______________, bearing (-arms-), and _______________, bearing (-arms-). 
The combatants will enter, each with their entourage and their personal herald.  The worth and virtues of the combatant and inspiration will be proclaimed by the personal herald. 
The Crown will invite the inspirations to witness the combat from seats by the thrones.
When the inspirations have been seated, the herald and entourage will retire.
The herald will then announce the manner in which the final round will be organized (e.g., best two out of three). At Their Majesties whim, the chivalry will then be called onto the field to witness the combat. 
The usual salutes will be made, and the combat will begin. 
When the combat is over, the investiture of the new Crown Prince and Crown Princess shall take place, at a time and place commanded by the Crown. 
If time and/or weather precludes, or if Their Majesties desire, a procession is not required.
As the branches enter in procession, it is helpful to have heralds direct them (after they bow to the Crown) to their places (behind the spots reserved for the fighters (see diagram - below). 
When the challenges occur, the unbelted fighter nearest the Thrones should begin, followed by the one next to the first, etc. Encourage them to issue their invitation in a voice loud enough to be heard and in a bold manner. 
Remind the Crown about a charge for the fighters. 
Be sure that the Earl Marshal and the Kingdom Constable (or their representatives) will be available for their parts in the opening of the Lists. Tell them their responses. 
Announce the time for the beginning of the procession. 
Make certain you have cards and pencils for the fighters to fill out after signing up at the lists table. These are to be handed to the reading heralds at the fighters' entrance into court. 
Also check with Lists to see how many belted and unbelted fighters there are. This will help you keep track of how many need to be moved to the other side. 
By tradition, Black Lion’s deputy in charge of Court Heraldry heralds the Invocation and Black Lion’s deputy in charge of Field Heraldry heralds the Final Round.
BEFORE FINAL ROUND:  REMIND THE CROWNS TO INVITE THE INSPIRATIONS TO SIT WITH THEM DURING FINAL ROUND (and to have seats available).
[bookmark: _Toc52350987][bookmark: _Toc52351257][bookmark: _Toc472788032]Investiture of a Crown Prince and Princess
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
[bookmark: _Toc472788033]The Investiture
The Investiture shall take place as soon as convenient, after the conclusion of the Crown List. It is desirable that there be a short space for the combatants to rest and the victor and their consort to prepare for the Investiture, but the Crown may command immediate Investiture. 
Heralds shall be sent throughout the encampment to summon the people to bear witness to the ceremony. When the people have assembled, at the Crown's command, the herald shall proclaim: 
HERALD:  __________________ and ________________ come and kneel before the Crown.
HERALD: Your Majesties, _________________has, by valor and skill, nobly promoted the honor of, ____________________ , and been victorious in the Crown List of An Tir. They come now before Your Majesties to claim the honor which is their due. 
The victor and consort shall kneel. The King and Queen shall lay across Their palms the Sword of State. And the victor and consort will lay their hands atop the Sword, on the hands of the King and Queen, and the herald (or the King or Queen) will lead them, phrase by phrase, in this Oath: 
CANDIDATES:
I swear fealty and homage to the Crown of An Tir
To loyally serve this Kingdom and its Crown.
Giving wise counsel, 
According to my knowledge and abilities
To listen and learn
From all those who offer wise council. 
To proudly wear
This coronet
As a symbol of my duty
As heir to the Crown of An Tir.
So say I ___________________.
KING:  And we for our part do swear fealty unto these Our Heirs, and proclaim you Crown Prince and Crown Princess of An Tir.  We swear to protect and defend you and your household to best of our ability so long as we remain Sovereigns of An Tir.

So say we __________, King of An Tir 
QUEEN:  and so say we _________Queen of An Tir.
Here shall the King and Queen place the coronets upon the heads of the Crown Prince and Crown Princess. 
QUEEN: Wear these coronets as our successors to the Thrones of An Tir with all honor and glory. 
The King and Queen shall give the Great Books of An Tir to the Crown Prince and Crown Princess. 
KING: Take these, the Great Books of An Tir, to help you in preparation for your reign. 
One of the Champions shall bring forth the Crown Prince's hammer or other item of rank. 
KING: Receive this HAMMER of the Crown Prince of An Tir, and bear it bravely in our defense. 
QUEEN: And now, as is proper, come and sit beside us in the places of honor. 
The herald will exhort the cheers of the people for the new Crown Prince and Crown Princess. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788034]The Honors of the Silver Rose and the Silver Lily
Then the herald shall call forth the other finalist and inspiration. 
HERALD: _______________, and _______________, the Crown commands your presence. 
And when they have knelt, the Queen shall present the finalist with the token of the Silver Rose, saying:
QUEEN: _______________, you have fought with great skill and valor this day. In remembrance of your prowess and bravery, We bestow upon you the Honor of the Silver Rose. Bear this token as a reminder to all of the mastery and honor you have shown this day. 
And to the inspiration of the finalist: 
QUEEN: _______________, you have inspired your champion to great honor this day.  We bestow upon you the Honor of the Silver Lily.  Receive this symbol of your inspiration and Our esteem.  
The herald will exhort the cheers of the populace for the recipients as they take their leave.
Court may proceed here, or the populace may be given leave to depart, as Their Majesties command. If the court is over, the herald will urge the cheers of the people in the usual order: King and Queen, Crown Prince and Crown Princess, and the Kingdom.
Before the event contact The Crown regarding tokens for the Crown Prince and Crown Princess, and the finalist and their consort.
Before the event contact BOTH Their Majesties about the regalia for the new Crown Prince and Crown Princess (the coronets, hammer, Silver Rose, Silver Lily, and the Great Books), and the extra thrones. 
Confirm the presence of the props and regalia. 
Check the pronunciation of the names of the new Crown Prince and Crown Princess, as well as the other finalist and their inspiration. Be certain to get their current titles as well. 
The Crown Prince and Crown Princess are called forward by their current titles and rank.
If a female fighter wins the List, they are crowned “Crown Princess and Crown Prince.”
[bookmark: _Toc472788035]Section 2: The Champions
[bookmark: _Toc472788036][bookmark: _Toc52410582]Kingdom Champion and 
the Honor of the Lion’s Sword
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
[bookmark: _Toc472788037]Invocation
The populace being assembled, at the King's command, the herald shall call the fighters forward (Traditionally there has been no processional for Champion Tournament). 
HERALD: Let all combatants who wish to compete for the title of Champion of An Tir present themselves before their Majesties. 
When they have assembled: 
HERALD: Today you enter the lists to vie for the honor of Champion of An Tir. The person who carries this title is sworn in fealty to the Crown of An Tir, that whenever Their Majesty marshals Their forces, there shall Their Champion be to battle at Their side, and to defend The Crown and The Kingdom against all who would take up arms against An Tir. 

This is a grave responsibility, not to be undertaken lightly, for even as the Champion takes his place in Court and at Their Majesties' side, he must know that by his deeds he shows forth the honor and chivalry of that court and this Kingdom to all the world. 

And know, too, that should Their Majesties be prevented from completing Their reign, it is the Champion of An Tir who must bear the burden of ruling until a true successor to the Throne is chosen. 

So, understanding the position for which you battle, harken now to the words of The Crown. 
If the King and/or Queen wish to deliver a personal or inspirational message, They may do so at this time. 
Then the herald shall lead the combatants in the oath: 
HERALD: Do each of you now swear that should you be victorious this day you will fulfill the obligations of the Champion of An Tir, and that you will abide by the laws of this Kingdom, and that you will bear yourself now and in the future with the honor and chivalry, virtue and loyalty which must mark the Champion of An Tir? 
FIGHTERS: I so swear. 
HERALD: Make yourselves ready for the combat.  Henceforth, let none but the chivalrous combatants and those with official business pertaining to the combat come within these precincts, until the combat is concluded. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788038]The First Round
When it is time for the first round to begin the herald shall say: 
HERALD: People of An Tir! Attend now the List for the Champion of An Tir. 

Heralds to the fields! Marshals to the fields! Let the List begin! 
The heralds shall proclaim the pairings for the first round. 
[bookmark: _Toc52410586][bookmark: _Toc472788039]Return of the Regalia
At their Majesties command, the herald shall call forth the old Champion: 
HERALD: _______________, Champion of An Tir, come before Their Majesties. 
KING: _______________, you have nobly served An Tir as Champion. We release you from your duties with Our deepest thanks for your loyal service to Our Realm. 
CHAMPION: Your Majesty, I return into Your keeping the Sword of State of An Tir and these tokens of the Champion of An Tir. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788040]The Lion’s Sword
Receiving the regalia, the King shall say: 
KING: We thank wish to honor you for your service to Our Kingdom.
HERALD: Know all people by these presents that _______________, having served faithfully and chivalrously as Champion of the Kingdom of An Tir, is hereby given the Honor of the Lion's Sword. In acknowledgement whereof We do here set Our hand and seal this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. _______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
The King shall present the Champion with the token of the Honor.  Their Majesties may invite outgoing Champion to witness investiture.   The herald shall call the victor forward. 
HERALD: _______________, you have gained victory this day. Come forward. 
But, if no change is taking place the Champion shall remain kneeling.
[bookmark: _Toc472788041]The Investiture
KING: _______________, by your valor and skill you have won the title Champion of An Tir.  Will you take the Champion's Oath? 
CHAMPION: I will. 
HERALD: Do you swear to faithfully discharge your duties as Champion of An Tir, to abide by the laws of the realm, and to loyally serve the Crown of An Tir so long as you remain Champion? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
HERALD:  Do you swear that ________ and _______ are your True Sovereigns and Liege Lord and Lady? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
HERALD: Do you swear fealty to ________ and _______, King and Queen of An Tir, that whenever They marshals the forces of the Kingdom, there shall you be to defend The Crown and Kingdom of An Tir? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
KING:  And we for our part do swear fealty to this Our Champion to protect and defend them and their household to best of our ability so long as we remain Sovereigns of An Tir.

So say we __________, King of An Tir 
QUEEN:  And so say we _________Queen of An Tir.
HERALD: Then lay your sword before His Majesty, that They might know that you are Their true Champion. 
The King shall take up the sword, saying: 
KING: We accept your homage, and return to you your sword, granting you the rights due the true Champion of An Tir, among these a place at Our court, and the right to fight by Our side. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
The Queen shall place the Cloak around the Champion's shoulders, and giving him the gauntlets and other tokens, saying: 
QUEEN: Wear this cloak and receive these tokens of your estate. 
Then giving him the Sword of State, the King says: 
KING: We give this Sword of An Tir into your keeping, and charge you to deliver it to Us at such time as the Kingdom has need and We shall require it. 

Take now your place in Our court. 
As the Champion takes his place, the herald will exhort the cheers for new and outgoing Champions. 
At this point the King may wish to call forth the other finalist and recognize his skill and valor (perhaps with tokens), but even if He doesn't, the herald will exhort the cheers of the people for the finalist. 
Remind the Majesties about the Charge to the fighters. Remind Them also about the token for the Lion's Sword. There is no standard token for this Honor, so Them must arrange for one, in advance. 
Find out if the King will have tokens for the finalist (and his lady?). 
Find out if the King will read the formal charge to the fighters, or have the herald do this. 
How long a break will there be (if any), between the invocation and the lists? 
Remind the new Champion to wear his PERSONAL sword into court, NOT the Sword of State. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788042][bookmark: _Toc52410590]Arts and Sciences Champion and 
the Honor of the Lion’s Heart
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
[bookmark: _Toc472788043]Invocation
At the Crown's command the herald shall call forth the contestants: 
HERALD: Let all who would compete for the title of Arts and Sciences Champion of An Tir, come now before Their Majesties. 
When they have assembled: 
HERALD: Today you enter the List to vie for the honor of being Arts and Sciences Champion of An Tir. The one who carries this title is sworn in fealty to the Crown of An Tir, that when Their Majesties marshal the scholars, artisans and bards of the Kingdom, there shall be the Champion at the fore, reflecting the glory of the kingdom's lore and skill. 

This is a grave responsibility, not to be undertaken lightly, for even as he take his place in Their Majesties' court and at Their side, the Champion must know that by his deeds, he shows forth the honor and knowledge of the court and this Kingdom to all the world. 

So, understanding the station to which you aspire, mark now the words of the Crown. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788044]The Charge
And here the King and/or Queen may give a personal or inspirational message to the competitors. 
HERALD: Do each of you now swear that should you be victorious, you will fulfil the obligations of Champion of Arts and Sciences of the Kingdom of An Tir, and that you will abide by the laws of this Kingdom, and that you will bear yourself, now and in the future, with the honor and skill, virtue and loyalty which must mark the Arts and Sciences Champion of An Tir? 
COMPETITORS: I so swear. 
HERALD: Then bear yourselves bravely in competition and strive with honor to the greater glory of the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir. 
HERALD: Competitors, make ready. Judges, make ready. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788045]Return of the Regalia
After the last round of judging, the populace will be called to witness the investiture of the Champion. At the Crown's command, the herald shall call forth the old Champion: 
HERALD: _______________, Arts and Sciences Champion of An Tir, come before Their Majesties. 
QUEEN: _______________, you have nobly served Our Kingdom as Arts and Sciences Champion of An Tir. In accordance with the laws and customs of this Realm, We now release you from your duties with Our deepest thanks for your loyal service. 
The old Champion shall say: 
CHAMPION: I return into Your keeping this Champion's baton along with these tokens of the Arts and Sciences Champion of An Tir. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788046]The Lion’s Heart
Receiving the regalia, the Queen shall say: 
QUEEN: We thank wish to honor you for your service to Our Kingdom.
HERALD: Know all people by these presents that , having served faithfully and honorably as Arts and Sciences Champion of the Kingdom of An Tir, is hereby given the Honor of the Lion's Heart. In acknowledgement whereof We do here set Our hand and seal this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
The Queen shall present the Champion with a token of the Honor.  Their Majesties may invite outgoing Champion to witness investiture.   The herald shall call the victor forward. 
HERALD: _______________, you have gained victory this day. Come forward. 
But, if no change is taking place the Champion shall remain kneeling.
[bookmark: _Toc472788047]The Investiture
QUEEN: _______________, by your knowledge and skill you have won the title Arts and Sciences Champion of An Tir. Will you take the Champion's Oath? 
CHAMPION: I will. 
HERALD: Do you swear to faithfully discharge your duties as Arts and Sciences Champion of An Tir, to abide by the laws of the realm, and to loyally serve the Crown of An Tir so long as you remain Champion? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
HERALD:  Do you swear that ________ and _______ are your True Sovereigns and Liege Lord and Lady? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
HERALD: Do you swear fealty to ________ and _______, King and Queen of An Tir, that whenever They marshals the forces of the Kingdom, there shall you be to advise and defend The Crown and Kingdom of An Tir? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
KING:  And we for our part do swear fealty to this Our Champion to protect and defend them and their household to best of our ability so long as we remain Sovereigns of An Tir.

So say we __________, King of An Tir 
QUEEN:  and so say we _________Queen of An Tir.
KING: We accept your homage, and as symbol of your station, We give you this baton, and grant to you the rights due the true Arts and Sciences Champion of An Tir, among these a place at Our court, and the right to stand by Our side. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
If this is a new Champion, the Queen shall place the Cloak around the Champion's shoulders. 
QUEEN: Wear this cloak and receive these tokens of your estate. Take your place in Our court. 
As the Champion takes his place, the herald will exhort the cheers for outgoing and incoming Champion. 
At this point the Crown may wish to call forth the other finalists and recognize their skill and knowledge (perhaps with tokens), but even if They don't, the herald will exhort the cheers of the people for the finalists. 
Remind the Crown about the Charge to the competitors. 
Find out if the Crown will have tokens for the finalist (and his/her consort). 
[bookmark: _Toc472788048][bookmark: _Toc52410597]Bardic Champion and 
the Honor of the Lion’s Troubador
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
[bookmark: _Toc472788049]Invocation
At the Crown's command the herald shall call forth the contestants: 
HERALD: Let all who would compete for the title of Bardic Champion of An Tir, come now before Their Majesties. 
When they have assembled: 
HERALD: Today you enter the List to compete for the honor of being Bardic Champion of An Tir. The one who carries this title is sworn in fealty to the Crown of An Tir, that when Their Majesties marshal the performers, bards, jongleurs, minstrels, poets and tale spinners of the Kingdom, there shall the Champion be at the fore, reflecting the glory of the Kingdom's lore and skill. 

This is a grave responsibility, not to be undertaken lightly, for even as he/she takes his/her place in Their Majesties' court and at Their side, the Champion’s deeds must show forth the talent and knowledge of the court and this Kingdom to all the world. 

So, understanding the station to which you aspire, mark now the words of the Crown. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788050]The Charge
And here the King and/or Queen may give a personal or inspirational message to the competitors. 
HERALD: Do each of you now swear that should you be victorious, you will fulfil the obligations of Bardic Champion of the Kingdom of An Tir, and that you will abide by the laws of this Kingdom, and that you will bear yourself, now and in the future, with the honor and loyalty, virtue and skill which must mark the Bardic Champion of An Tir? 
COMPETITORS: I so swear. 
HERALD: Then bear yourselves bravely in competition and strive with honor to the greater glory of the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir. 
HERALD: Competitors, make ready. Judges, make ready. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788051]Return of the Regalia
After the last round of judging, the populace will be called to witness the investiture of the Champion. At the Crown's command, the herald shall call forth the old Champion: 
HERALD: _______________, Bardic Champion of An Tir, come before Their Majesties. 
QUEEN: _______________, you have nobly served Our Kingdom as Bardic Champion of An Tir. In accordance with the laws and customs of this Realm, We now release you from your duties with Our deepest thanks for your loyal service. 
The old Champion shall say: 
CHAMPION: I return into Your keeping this Champion's cloak along with these tokens of the Bardic Champion of An Tir. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788052]The Lion’s Troubador
Receiving the regalia, the Queen shall say: 
QUEEN: We thank wish to honor you for your service to Our Kingdom.
HERALD: Know all people by these presents that, having served faithfully and honorably as Bardic Champion of the Kingdom of An Tir, is hereby given the Honor of the Lion's Troubadour. In acknowledgement whereof We do here set Our hand and seal this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
The Queen shall present the Champion with a token of the Honor.  Their Majesties may invite outgoing Champion to witness investiture.   The herald shall call the victor forward. 
HERALD: _______________, you have gained victory this day. Come forward. 
But, if no change is taking place the Champion shall remain kneeling.
[bookmark: _Toc472788053]The Investiture
QUEEN: _______________, by your knowledge and skill you have won the title Bardic Champion of An Tir. Will you take the Champion's Oath? 
CHAMPION: I will. 
HERALD: Do you swear to faithfully discharge your duties as Bardic Champion of An Tir, to abide by the laws of the realm, and to loyally serve the Crown of An Tir so long as you remain Champion? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
HERALD:  Do you swear that ________ and _______ are your True Sovereigns and Liege Lord and Lady? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
HERALD: Do you swear fealty to ________ and _______, King and Queen of An Tir, that whenever They marshal the performers of the Kingdom, there shall you be at the fore to bring honor and glory to The Crown and Kingdom of An Tir? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
KING:  And we for our part do swear fealty to this Our Champion to protect and defend them and their household to best of our ability so long as we remain Sovereigns of An Tir.

So say we __________, King of An Tir 
QUEEN:  and so say we _________Queen of An Tir.
KING: We accept your homage, and as symbol of your station, We grant to you the rights due the true Bardic Champion of An Tir, among these a place at Our court, and the right to stand by Our side. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
If this is a new Champion, the Queen shall place the Cloak around the Champion's shoulders. 
QUEEN: Wear this cloak that all who see may know of your skills and estate. Take your place in Our court. 
As the Champion takes his place, the herald will exhort the cheers for outgoing and incoming Champion. 
At this point the Crown may wish to call forth the other finalists and recognize their skill and knowledge (perhaps with tokens), but even if They don't, the herald will exhort the cheers of the people for the finalists. 
Remind the Crown about the Charge to the competitors.
Find out if the Crown will have tokens for the finalist (and his/her inspiration). 
[bookmark: _Toc472788054][bookmark: _Toc52410604]Protector Tournament and 
the Honor of the Lion’s Arrow
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
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[bookmark: _Toc472788055]Invocation
The populace being assembled, at the Crown's command the herald shall call forth the contestants: 
HERALD: Let all who would compete to be the Protector of the Kingdom of An Tir, come now before Their Majesties. 
And as they come forward they shall be called by name, that all may know the competitors are, or they may declare themselves. And when they have assembled: 
HERALD: Today you enter the List to vie to become the Protector of the Kingdom of An Tir. The Protector is sworn in fealty to the Crown of An Tir, that when Their Majesties marshal the forces of the Kingdom, there shall be the Protector at the fore, reflecting the skill of the kingdom's archers. 

This is a grave responsibility, not to be undertaken lightly, for even as you take your place in Their Majesties' court and at Their side, the Protector must know that by the deeds performed, it shows forth the honor and valor of the court and this Kingdom to all the world. 

So, understanding the station to which you aspire, hear now the words of the Crown. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788056]The Charge
And here the King or Queen may give a personal or inspirational message to the competitors. Then the herald shall say: 
HERALD: Do each of you now swear that should you be victorious, that you will fulfil the obligations of Protector of the Kingdom of An Tir, and that you will abide by the laws of this Kingdom, and that you will bear yourself, now and in the future, with the honor and skill, virtue and loyalty which must mark the Protector of An Tir? 
COMPETITORS: I so swear. 
HERALD: Then bear yourselves bravely in competition and strive with honor to the greater glory of the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir. 

Henceforth, let none but the chivalric combatants and those with official business pertaining to combat, come within these precincts, until the combat is concluded. 
Bowing to the Thrones, the constables and marshals shall withdraw. 
HERALD: Let the archery begin. 
When the competition has ended, and the court has begun, the Protector ceremony shall begin.  If the previous Protector wins again, skip to Lion’s Arrow.
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After the last round of competition, the populace will be called to witness the investiture of the Protector. At the Crown's command, the herald shall call forth the previous Protector: 
HERALD: _______________, Protector of An Tir, come before Their Majesties. 
KING or QUEEN: _______________, you have nobly served Our Kingdom as Protector of An Tir. In accordance with the laws and customs of this Realm, We now release you from your duties with Our deepest thanks for your loyal service. 
The previous Protector shall say: 
PROTECTOR: Your Majesties, as I have completed my service as Protector, I return into Your keeping this quiver and this cloak of office and other tokens of the Protector of the Kingdom of An Tir, that the new Protector may receive them from Your hand. 
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Receiving the regalia, the King shall say: 
KING: We thank you for your service to Our Kingdom, and before all assembled here wish to honor you for it. 
HERALD: Know all people by these presents that _______________, having served faithfully and chivalricly as Protector of the Kingdom of An Tir, is hereby presented with the Honor of the Lion's Arrow. In acknowledgement whereof We do here set Our hand and seal this __________ day of __________ , Anno Societatis __________ , being __________ Gregorian. 

__________, King of An Tir __________, Queen of An Tir 
The King shall present the Champion with the token of the Honor. The King and Queen may here express their appreciation to the previous Protector, who will then leave, and the herald will exhort the cheers of the people. And then, if appropriate, the herald shall call forward the new Protector: 
HERALD: _______________, you have proved victorious this day. Come forward. 
The Protector (NEW OR PREVIOUS) kneeling, the King shall say: 
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KING: _______________, by your valor and skill you have won the right to be the Protector of the Kingdom of An Tir. Will you take the Protector's Oath? 
PROTECTOR: I will. 
HERALD: Do you swear to faithfully discharge your duties as Protector of the Kingdom of An Tir, to abide by the laws of the realm, and to loyally serve the Crown of An Tir, so long as you remain Protector? 
PROTECTOR: I so swear. 
HERALD: And do you swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, that whenever They marshal the forces of the Kingdom, there shall you be to advise and defend Their Majesties, Their Crown, and Their Realm? And do you swear that _______________ and _______________ are your liege lord and lady and only Sovereigns? 
PROTECTOR: I so swear. 
KING: We accept your homage, and as symbol of your station, We give you this quiver, and grant to you the rights due the true Protector of the Kingdom of An Tir, among these a place at Our court, and the right to stand by Our side. 
So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _________________, Queen of An Tir. 
If this is a new Protector, the King shall place the Cloak around the Protector's shoulders, and giving him the gauntlets and other tokens, saying: 
KING: Wear this cloak and receive these tokens of your new estate. Take now your place in Our court, for today you have earned this right. 
As the Protector takes his place, the herald will exhort the cheers of the people. 
At this point the Crown may wish to call forth the other finalists and recognize their skill and knowledge (perhaps with tokens), but even if They don't, the herald will exhort the cheers of the people for the finalists. 
Check with Their Majesties and the Protector, concerning the ceremony, before or at the event. 
Remind the Crown about the Charge to the competitors. 
Remind the Crown to have tokens for the finalist (and his inspiration, if applicable). 
Check with Their Majesties to find out if there is a scroll for the Lion’s Arrow.
How long a break will there be (if any), between the invocation and the start of the competition? 
Be sure that the Crown has a retainer to hold the regalia.
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the Honor of the Lion’s Rapier
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
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The populace having assembled, at the Queen's command the herald shall call the fighters forward. 
HERALD: Let all combatants who wish to compete for Rapier Champion of An Tir present themselves. 
When they have assembled: 
HERALD: Today you enter the list to vie for the honor of Rapier Champion of An Tir. The person who carries this title is sworn in fealty to the Crown of An Tir, that whenever Their Majesties marshals Their forces, there shall Their Champion be to battle at Their side, and to defend Their Crown and Their Kingdom against all who would take up arms against An Tir. 

This is a grave responsibility, not to be undertaken lightly, for even as he takes his place in Court and at Their Majesty's side, the Champion must know that by his deeds he shows forth the honor and chivalry of that court and this Kingdom to all the world. 

So, understanding the position for which you battle, harken now to the words of The Crown. 
If the Queen and/or King wishes to deliver a personal or inspirational message, They may do so at this time. 
HERALD: Do each of you now swear that should you be victorious this day you will fulfill the obligations of the Rapier Champion of An Tir, and that you will abide by the laws of this Kingdom, and that you will bear yourself now and in the future with the honor and chivalry, virtue and loyalty which must mark a Champion of An Tir? 
FIGHTERS: I so swear.
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When it is time for the first round to begin the herald shall say: 
HERALD: Make yourselves ready for the combat.  Henceforth, let none but the chivalrous combatants and those with official business pertaining to the combat come within these precincts, until the combat is concluded. 

Heralds to the field! Marshals to the field! Let the Lists begin! 
And the heralds shall proclaim the pairings for the first.
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After the last round, the populace will be called to witness the investiture of the Rapier Champion. At the Crown’s command, the herald shall call forth the old Champion: 
HERALD: _______________, Rapier Champion of An Tir, come before Their Majesties. 
QUEEN: _______________, you have nobly served An Tir as Rapier Champion. We release you from your duties with Our deepest thanks for your loyal service to Our Realm. 
If there will be a change of Champions, the old Champion shall say: 
CHAMPION: I return into Your keeping this Rapier of An Tir, and these tokens of the Rapier Champion of An Tir.
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Receiving the regalia, the Queen shall say: 
QUEEN: We thank wish to honor you for your service to Our Kingdom.
HERALD: Know all people by these presents that _______________, having served faithfully and chivalrously as Rapier Champion of the Kingdom of An Tir, is hereby given the Honor of the Lion's Rapier. In acknowledgement whereof We do here set Our hand and seal this __________ day of __________ , Anno Societatis __________ , being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
The Queen shall present the Champion with a token of the Honor. Their Majesties may invite outgoing Champion to witness investiture.   The herald shall call the victor forward. 
HERALD: _______________, you have gained victory this day. Come forward. 
But, if no change is taking place the Champion shall remain kneeling.
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QUEEN: _______________, by your valor and skill you have won the title of Rapier Champion of An Tir.  Will you take the Champion's Oath? 
CHAMPION: I will. 
HERALD: Do you swear to faithfully discharge your duties as Rapier Champion of An Tir, to abide by the laws of the realm, and to loyally serve the Crown of An Tir so long as you remain Champion? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
HERALD:  Do you swear that ________ and _______ are your True Sovereigns and Liege Lord and Lady? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
HERALD: Do you swear fealty to ________ and _______, King and Queen of An Tir, that whenever They marshals the forces of the Kingdom, there shall you be to defend The Crown and Kingdom of An Tir? 
CHAMPION: I so swear. 
QUEEN:  And we for our part do swear fealty to this Our Champion to protect and defend them and their household to best of our ability so long as we remain Sovereigns of An Tir.

So say we __________, Queen of An Tir 
KING:  And so say we _________King of An Tir.
HERALD: Then lay your rapier before Her, that Their Majesties might know that you are Their true Champion. 
The Queen shall take up the rapier, saying: 
QUEEN: We accept your homage, and return to you your rapier, and grant to you the rights due the true Rapier Champion of An Tir, among these a place at Our court, and the right to fight by Our side. So say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
The King shall place the Cloak around the Champion's shoulders, and giving him the other tokens, saying: 
KING: Wear this cloak and receive these tokens of your estate. 
Then giving him the Rapier, the Queen says: 
QUEEN: We give this Rapier of An Tir into your keeping, and charge you to deliver it to Us at such time as the Kingdom has need and We shall require it. 

Take now your place in Our court. 
As the Champion takes his place, the herald will exhort the cheers for incoming and outgoing Champions. 
At this point the Queen may wish to call forth the other finalist and recognize his skill and valor (perhaps with tokens), but even if she doesn't, the herald will exhort the cheers of the people for the finalist. 
This Championship has been frequently termed “Queen’s Rapier Champion”, confer with Their Majesties as to which term is to be used and modify ceremony.
Remind the Queen about the Charge to the fighters. Remind Her also about the token for the Lion's Rapier. There is no standard token for this Honor, so the Queen must arrange for one, in advance. 
Remind the new Champion to wear his PERSONAL sword into court. This is NOT the Kingdom Rapier. 
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Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
At the King's command, the herald shall call forward the Chivalric Order: 
HERALD: Let the Orders of Chivalry, knights and masters-at-arms, come before Their Majesties. 
After they have gathered, the herald shall call forward the candidate, who will kneel before the Crown. 
KING: _______________, well-pleased with your prowess upon the field, and right mindful of the desires of your peers, We are minded to create you a Knight. Will you accept from Us this honor, and swear fealty to the Crown of the Kingdom of An Tir? 
If the candidate is unwilling or unable to swear fealty, then he shall say: 
CANDIDATE: No, your Majesty, I am unable. 
And the herald will change to the Master-at-arms ceremony. But if the candidate WILL swear, then he shall say: 
CANDIDATE: Yes, Your Majesty. 
HERALD:  Are you bound in fealty to another?
If so, call the other person forward and have them release the candidate.
KING: Upon what symbol will you swear fealty? 
The symbols include: the Sword of State, either or both Royal Crowns, the Orb, the Rod, the Scepter, the Great Seal of State, their Majesties’ person, the sword of another, another appropriate symbol.  The new peer shall state his/her choice, and the Crown shall take up the Symbol.
The herald will lead the oath (in phrases): 
CANDIDATE:
Here do I swear fealty to _______________ and _______________,
my undoubted King and Queen,
that I will obey Their lawful commands
in all matters that concern this realm,
and uphold the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir.
KING: All this do We hear. And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to _______________, to protect and defend him and his household with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
KING: By what name do you wish to be Knighted? 
And when he has answered: 
KING; _______________, by what sword would you make your vows and receive this accolade? 
And the chosen sword is brought forward, and the King says: 
KING: Let the spurs of Knighthood be brought forth. 
If there is history attached to the spurs, it may be shared at this time.  When the spurs are buckled, on the King will draw the sword, laying it across His palms, and say: 
KING: Place your hands upon Ours, and this sword. 
And the herald will lead the vow (phrase by phrase): 
CANDIDATE:
Here do I vow, 
on this sword, 
to be from this day forward
a good and true knight,
ever chivalrous and courteous,
and ever willing
to bind myself in fealty
to the Crown of my Kingdom,
to speak and to be silent,
to do and to let be,
to come and to go,
to strike and to spare
in such matters as concern this society,
in need and in plenty,
in peace and in war,
in living or in dying,
till death take me
or the world end.
So say I, _______________.
Taking the sword by the hilt, the King shall bestow the accolade on the candidate with the flat of the blade upon the right shoulder, the left shoulder, and then upon the crown of the head. 
KING: Arise, Sir _______________. 
KING:  Bring forth the Chain
If there is history attached to the chain, it may be shared at this time. 
KING: Wear this chain in token of your rank. 
QUEEN:  Bring forth the Belt.
If there is history attached to the belt, it may be shared at this time.  The inspiration of the new Knight, may be called forward at this time and assist the Queen in fastening the Knight's Belt about his waist. 
QUEEN: Wear this belt in token of your ability. 
And here the king shall deliver the buffet, saying: 
KING: Let this be the last blow you accept unanswered. 
KING: Go now to your peers. 
As the Chivalry greets their brother, the herald will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
Find out if this will be a knighting or mastering. 
Is the candidate squired or fostered to a knight or master? Who? 
Is he a sergeant? To which Baroness? Is she here? Who is her representative? 
Is he sworn in fealty to any one else?  Are they here?
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At the King's command, the herald shall call forward the Order of Chivalry: 
HERALD: Let the Knights and Masters-at-arms now come before Their Majesties. 
After they have gathered, the herald shall call forward the candidate, who will kneel before the King. 
KING: _______________, well-pleased with your prowess upon the field, and right mindful of the desires of your peers, We are minded to create you a Knight. Will you accept this honor from Us, and swear fealty to the Crown of the Kingdom of An Tir? 
If you candidate is unwilling or unable to swear fealty, then he shall say: 
CANDIDATE: No, your Majesty, I unable. 
KING: Will you then accept the title of Master-at-Arms in token of your ability and prowess upon the field? 
CANDIDATE: Yes, Your Majesty.
HERALD:  Are you bound in fealty to another?
If so, call the other person forward and have them release the candidate.
KING: Will you swear to uphold the rights and responsibilities attendant upon the title of Master-at-Arms? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
KING: Do you, _______________, swear to continue to conduct yourself as you most surely have until now, as an exemplar of chivalry and honor, both on and off the field of combat, to increase your labors to the benefit of the realm, and to seek to disseminate your skills and talents throughout the Kingdoms of the Knowne World, training others in the ways of Chivalry, as far as is in your powers? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
KING: By what name do you wish to be made a Master-at-Arms?  [________]
QUEEN:  Bring forth the Baldric.
If there is history attached to the Baldric, it may be shared at this time.  The inspiration of the new Master, may be called forward at this time and assist the Queen in fastening the Master’s Baldric.
And the Queen shall fasten the white Master's Baldric across his right shoulder. 
KING: Henceforth be known as _______________, Master-at-Arms. 
KING: Go now to your peers. 
As the Chivalry greets their brother, the herald will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
Find out if this will be a knighting or mastering. 
Is the candidate squired or fostered to a knight or master? Who? 
Is he a sergeant? To which Baroness? Is she here? Who is her representative? 
Is he sworn in fealty to any one else?  Are they here?
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At Their Majesties' command, the SECRETARY of the Order will be called forward by name. 
HERALD: _______________, Master of the Laurel, has a petition for Your Majesties.  Let him come before the Thrones. 
When the Order's spokesperson has approached, the KING or HERALD will say: 
HERALD: Master _______________, what is your petition? 
SPOKESPERSON: The Order of the Laurel petitions Your Majesties to admit another into the Order of the Laurel and the Peerage of An Tir. 
And the CROWN will order the HERALD to summon the members of the Order. 
HERALD: All members of the Order of the Laurel here present come now before the Thrones of An Tir. 
And the members of the Order may process in a formal procession, or they may gather more informally before the Thrones, leaving an aisle approaching the Thrones, and kneeling there. 
CROWN: Greetings to you, Companions of the Order of the Laurel. Each of you is a Peer of this Our Realm by virtue of your service and the sharing of your talents with the people of the Kingdom. Today you bring before Us another for consideration.  What is the name of the candidate? 
The SPOKESPERSON will name the candidate. And the KING will command the HERALD to summon the candidate. 
HERALD: Let _______________ approach the Throne. 
When the candidate has come before Their Majesties, the KING will query the SPOKESPERSON. 
CROWN: Is there any of your Order to speak for this candidate? 
When the Sponsors have enumerated the qualities which qualify the candidate for the Order, the King will query the assembled members of the Order. 
CROWN: Is it your desire that _______________ be admitted to this Order? 
And the members of the Order will reply in the affirmative. 
HERALD:  Are you sworn in fealty to another?
If so, call the other person forward and have them release the candidate.
CROWN: _______________, well pleased with your skill, and your continued service to this Our Kingdom, and right mindful of the desires of your peers, We are minded to create you a Companion of the Order of the Laurel. Will you accept from Us this honor, and swear to uphold the rights and responsibilities of the Order? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
HERALD: Then will you, _______________, give your word to continue to fulfill the requirements set for the governance of this order as you most surely have until now, to increase your labors nobly, to nourish your talents as befits a noble, and to seek to disseminate your talents and abilities throughout the Kingdoms of the Known World, as far as is within your powers? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
QUEEN:  Bring forth the medallion.
When the medallion arrives, if there is history it may be shared at this time. Then the QUEEN will give the medallion to the candidate. 
QUEEN: Then take from Our hands this token of your accomplishment and Our esteem. 
KING:  Bring forth the circlet.
When the circlet arrives, if there is history it may be shared at this time. Then the KING will place the circlet on the candidate’s head. 
KING: Wear this circlet as symbol of that nobility to which your own labors, as much as Our recognition, have raised you. 
HERALD: Let it be known that on this day _______________ has been admitted to the Right Noble Order of the Laurel and will be known as a Peer of the Kingdom of An Tir. 
The new peer shall here be asked if he is willing to swear fealty. 
HERALD: Would you now swear fealty to the Crown? 
If the new peer does wish to swear fealty, the herald shall ask: 
HERALD: Upon which Symbol of State would you swear fealty? 
The symbols of state include:  the Sword of State, either or both Royal Crowns, the Orb, the Rod, the Scepter, the Great Seal of State and their Majesties’ persons.  The new peer shall state his/her choice, and the Crown shall take up the Symbol.
HERALD (leading new peer phrase by phrase): I _______________, a Companion of the Order of the Laurel, and a peer of the Kingdom of An Tir, do become your liegeman of life, limb and of earthly worship. Faith and truth will I bear unto You, to live and die, against all manner of folks. 
KING: And We for our part do swear to protect and defend you and your household with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________ King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
But if the new peer does not to swear at this time, the ceremony will continue as follows: 
KING: Arise, Master _______________, and go to your peers. 
The HERALD will exhort the cheers of the populace.
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At the Crown's command the herald will call forward the SECRETARY for the Order: 
HERALD: _______________, Master of the Laurel, has a petition for Their Majesties. Let him come before the Thrones. 
CROWN: What is your petition? 
SECRETARY: The Order of the Laurel petitions Your Majesties to admit another into the Order of the Laurel and the Peerage of An Tir.
The CROWN will order the HERALD to summon the members of the Order. 
HERALD: All members of the Order of the Laurel here present come now before the Thrones of An Tir. 
The members of the Order may process in a formal procession, or they may gather more informally before the Thrones, leaving an aisle approaching the Thrones, and kneeling there. 
CROWN: Greetings to you, Companions of the Order of the Laurel. Each of you is a Peer of this Our Realm by virtue of your service and the sharing of your talents with the people of the Kingdom. Today you bring before Us another for consideration.  Tell us of the qualities of this candidate. 
The sponsor(s) will enumerate the qualities which qualify the candidate for the Order, without naming him. When they have finished, the King will query the secretary. 
CROWN: Who is this candidate? 
The secretary will name the candidate. And the CROWN will command the HERALD to summon the candidate. 
HERALD: Let _______________ approach the Throne. 
CROWN: Is it your desire that _______________ be admitted to this Order? 
The members of the Order will reply in the affirmative. 
HERALD:  Are you sworn in fealty to another?
If so, call the other person forward and have them release the candidate.
CROWN: _______________, well pleased with your skill, and your continued service to this Our Kingdom, and right mindful of the desires of your peers, We are minded to create you a Companion of the Order of the Laurel. Will you accept from Us this honor, and swear to uphold the rights and responsibilities of the Order? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
HERALD: Then will you, _______________, give your word to continue to fulfill the requirements set for the governance of this order as you most surely have until now, to increase your labors nobly, to nourish your talents as befits a noble, and to seek to disseminate your talents and abilities throughout the Kingdoms of the Known World, as far as is within your powers? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
QUEEN:  Bring forth the medallion.
When the medallion arrives, if there is history it may be shared at this time. Then the QUEEN will give the medallion to the candidate. 
QUEEN: Then take from Our hands this token of your accomplishment and Our esteem. 
KING:  Bring forth the circlet.
When the circlet arrives, if there is history it may be shared at this time. Then the KING will place the circlet on the candidate’s head. 
KING: Wear this circlet as symbol of that nobility to which your own labors, as much as Our recognition, have raised you. 
HERALD: Let it be known that on this day _______________ has been admitted to the Right Noble Order of the Laurel and will be known as a Peer of the Kingdom of An Tir. 
The new peer shall here be asked if he is willing to swear fealty. 
HERALD: Would you now swear fealty to the Crown? 
If the new peer does wish to swear fealty, the herald shall ask: 
HERALD: Upon which Symbol of State would you swear fealty? 
The symbols of state include:  the Sword of State, either or both Royal Crowns, the Orb, the Rod, the Scepter, the Great Seal of State and their Majesties’ persons.  The new peer shall state his/her choice, and the Crown shall take up the Symbol.
HERALD: I _______________, a Companion of the Order of the Laurel, and a peer of the Kingdom of An Tir, do become your liegeman of life, limb and of earthly worship. Faith and truth will I bear unto You, to live and die, against all manner of folks. 
KING: And We for our part do swear to protect and defend you and your household with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________ King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
But if the new peer does not to swear at this time, the ceremony will continue as follows: 
KING: Arise, Master _______________, and go to your peers. 
The HERALD will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
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At the Crown's command the HERALD will call forward the SECRETARY for the order. 
HERALD: _______________, Master of the Pelican, has a petition for Your Majesties. Let him come before the Thrones. 
And when the Order's spokesperson has approached, the KING or HERALD will say: 
HERALD: Master _______________, what is your petition? 
SECRETARY: I come to petition Your Majesties to elevate another into the Order of the Pelican and the Peerage of An Tir. 
And the CROWN will order the HERALD to summon the members of the Order. 
HERALD: Let all members of the Order of the Pelican here present, by Order of Their Majesties, come now before the Thrones of An Tir. 
And the members of the Order may process in a formal procession, or they may gather more informally before the Thrones, leaving an aisle approaching the Thrones, and kneeling there. 
CROWN: Greetings to you, Companions of the Order of the Pelican. Each of you is a Peer of this Our Realm by virtue of your service and the sharing of your talents with the people of the Kingdom. Today you bring before Us another for consideration.  What is the name of the candidate? 
And the SPOKESPERSON will name the candidate. And the CROWN will command the HERALD to summon the candidate. 
HERALD: Let _______________ approach the Throne. 
And when the candidate has come before Their Majesties, the CROWN will query the SPOKESPERSON. 
CROWN: Is there any of your Order to speak for this candidate? 
And when the Sponsors have enumerated the qualities which qualify the candidate for the Order, the King will query the assembled members of the Order. 
CROWN: Is it your desire that _______________ be admitted to this Order? 
And the members of the Order will reply in the affirmative. 
HERALD:  Are you sworn in fealty to another?
If so, call the other person forward and have them release the candidate.
CROWN: _______________, well pleased with your continued efforts and diligent service to this Our Kingdom, and right mindful of the wishes of your peers, We are minded to create you a Companion of the Order of the Pelican. Will you accept from Us this honor, and swear to uphold the rights and responsibilities of the Order? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
HERALD: Then will you, _______________, give your word to continue to fulfill the requirements set for the governance of this order as you most surely have until now, to increase your labors nobly, to nourish your talents as befits a noble, and to seek to disseminate your talents and abilities throughout the Kingdoms of the Knowne World, as far as is within your powers? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
KING:  Bring forth the medallion.
When the medallion arrives, if there is history it may be shared at this time. Then the KING will give the medallion to the candidate. 
KING: Then take from Our hands this token of your accomplishment and Our esteem. 
QUEEN:  Bring forth the circlet.
When the circlet arrives, if there is history it may be shared at this time. Then the QUEEN will place the circlet on the candidate head. 
QUEEN: Wear this circlet as symbol of that nobility to which your own labors as much as Our recognition have raised you. 
HERALD: Let it be known that on this day _______________ has been admitted to the Right Noble Order of the Pelican and will be known as a Peer of the Kingdom of An Tir. 
The new peer shall here be asked if he is willing to swear fealty. 
HERALD: Would you now swear fealty to the Crown? 
If the new peer does wish to swear fealty, the herald shall ask: 
HERALD: Upon which Symbol of State would you swear fealty? 
The symbols of state include:  the Sword of State, either or both Royal Crowns, the Orb, the Rod, the Scepter, the Great Seal of State and their Majesties’ person.  The new peer shall state his/her choice, and the Crown shall take up the Symbol. 
HERALD: I _______________, a Companion of the Order of the Pelican, and a peer of the Kingdom of An Tir, do become your liegeman of life, limb and of earthly worship. Faith and truth will I bear unto You, to live and die, against all manner of folks. 
KING: And We for our part do swear to protect and defend you and your household with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________ King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
But if the new peer does not to swear at this time, the ceremony will continue as follows: 
KING: Arise, Master _______________, and go to your peers. 
And the HERALD will exhort the cheers of the populace.
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At the Crown's command the herald will call forward the SECRETARY for the Order: 
HERALD: _______________, Master of the Pelican, has a petition for Their Majesties. Let him come before the Thrones. 
CROWN: What is your petition? 
SECRETARY: The Order of the Pelican petitions Your Majesties to admit another into the Order of the Pelican and the Peerage of An Tir.
And the CROWN will order the HERALD to summon the members of the Order. 
HERALD: All members of the Order of the Pelican here come now before the Thrones of An Tir. 
And the members of the Order may process in a formal procession, or they may gather more informally before the Thrones, leaving an aisle approaching the Thrones, and kneeling there. 
CROWN: Greetings to you, Companions of the Order of the Pelican. Each of you is a Peer of this Our Realm by virtue of your service and the sharing of your talents with the people of the Kingdom. Today you bring before Us another for consideration.  Tell us of the qualities of this candidate. 
And the sponsor(s) will enumerate the qualities which qualify the candidate for the Order, without naming him. When they have finished, the King will query the secretary. 
CROWN: Who is this candidate? 
And the secretary will name the candidate. And the CROWN will command the HERALD to summon the candidate. 
HERALD: Let _______________ approach the Throne. 
CROWN: Is it your desire that _______________ be admitted to this Order? 
And the members of the Order will reply in the affirmative. 
HERALD:  Are you sworn in fealty to another?
If so, call the other person forward and have them release the candidate.
CROWN: _______________, well pleased with your skill, and your continued service to this Our Kingdom, and right mindful of the desires of your peers, We are minded to create you a Companion of the Order of the Pelican. Will you accept from Us this honor, and swear to uphold the rights and responsibilities of the Order? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
HERALD: Then will you, _______________, give your word to continue to fulfill the requirements set for the governance of this order as you most surely have until now, to increase your labors nobly, to nourish your talents as befits a noble, and to seek to disseminate your talents and abilities throughout the Kingdoms of the Knowne World, as far as is within your powers? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
KING:  Bring forth the medallion.
When the medallion arrives, if there is history it may be shared at this time. Then the KING will give the medallion to the candidate. 
KING: Then take from Our hands this token of your accomplishment and Our esteem. 
QUEEN:  Bring forth the circlet.
When the circlet arrives, if there is history it may be shared at this time. Then the QUEEN will place the circlet on the candidate head. 
QUEEN: Wear this circlet as symbol of that nobility to which your own labors as much as Our recognition have raised you. 
HERALD: Let it be known that on this day _______________ has been admitted to the Right Noble Order of the Pelican and will be known as a Peer of the Kingdom of An Tir. 
The new peer shall here be asked if he is willing to swear fealty. 
HERALD: Would you now swear fealty to the Crown? 
If the new peer does wish to swear fealty, the herald shall ask: 
HERALD: Upon which Symbol of State would you swear fealty? 
The symbols of state include: the Sword of State, either or both Royal Crowns, the Orb, the Rod, the Scepter, the Great Seal of State and their Majesties’ person.  The new peer shall state his choice, and the Crown shall take up the Symbol.
HERALD: I _______________, a Companion of the Order of the Pelican, and a peer of the Kingdom of An Tir, do become your liegeman of life, limb and of earthly worship. Faith and truth will I bear unto You, to live and die, against all manner of folks. 
KING: And We for our part do swear to protect and defend you and your household with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________ King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
But if the new peer does not to swear at this time, the ceremony will continue as follows: 
KING: Arise, Master _______________, and go to your peers. 
And the HERALD will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788073]Investiture of a Count
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
[bookmark: _Toc472788074]Entrance
At Their Majesties command, the herald shall call forth the new count: 
HERALD: _______________, approach the Throne. 
The Count and his Retinue shall arrange themselves as follows: 

BANNER BEARER            CORONET BEARER
COUNT
HERALD: May it please Your Majesties, Your loyal subject, _______________, having by valor, skill, and strength of arms won the Crown of An Tir, and having reigned as King, has by his ability earned the title and rank of a Count of this Realm. He now makes bold to approach Your Majesties that he may receive the title and be invested with the dignities of this estate. 
KING: Let the Letters Patent be proclaimed. 
HERALD: Attend these words and know that by these presents, We, _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, in recognition that _______________ has reigned as King in Our Realm, do hereby style him Count, and We do affirm his sole and exclusive right to bear by Letters Patent: [blazon]* and to bear above the Arms a helm with gold embattled coronet and mantling of [the principal color and metal or fur of the Arms]. In witness whereof, We do set Our hand and seal, this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 
If the new Count doesn't have registered arms, the herald shall read: " . . . We do affirm his right to bear by Letters Patent, such suitable and unique Arms as, by consulting with Us and Our heralds, he shall choose, and to bear above . . .".
[bookmark: _Toc472788075]The Coronet
KING: Let the Coronet be brought forth. 
The coronet-bearer kneels before the King, and then returns to his place. The King shall place the coronet upon the new count's head, saying: 
KING: _______________, be henceforth Count in this Our Realm, and wear this coronet in token of your rank. 
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If the new Count's lady will be created a Countess, and he will participate in her investiture, then he may move to the Queen's left to await the procession of the new Countess, and swear fealty to the Crown with her. 
But, if he will not participate, or, if his lady has been made a Duchess, then he may swear at this time.
HERALD: My Lord Count, is it your desire to swear fealty to Their Majesties? 
COUNT: It is. 
The Count shall kneel before the King and Queen, the herald saying: 
HERALD: Do you now swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this Realm, and as you have sat upon the Throne and received the oaths of the people, do you in turn swear faith to the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir? Being mindful that the honor of the Realm springs from your own deeds, do you swear that you shall treat chivalrously and courteously with those of every degree, so long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
COUNT: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to this Count of An Tir, and promise to protect and defend him and his household with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
If the new Count will not be participating in his lady's investiture, or if he and his lady are now done, then he shall be given leave to depart and the herald will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
Mail copies of the ceremony to the King, Queen, Crown Prince, and Crown Princess along with the coronation ceremony. 
Learn which title the Count will use (Count, Earl, Jarl, Graf, etc.). 
Be sure that the Committal retinue will be ready to go at the start of the First Court. 
Have a blazon of the new Count's arms (and the principal color and metal/fur), for the Scroll. 
If the text of the actual writ is different from that given in the ceremony above, use the text of the actual writ.
If the new Count's lady will be created a Countess, and he will participate in her investiture, then he may move to the Queen's left to await the procession of the new Countess, and swear fealty to the Crown with her.
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At Their Majesties command, the herald shall call forth the new count: 
HERALD: _______________, approach the Throne. 
The Countess and her Retinue shall arrange themselves as follows:

BANNER BEARER                 CORONET BEARER
COUNTESS

This party may be followed by a group of supporters. 
HERALD: May it please Your Majesties, your loyal subject, _______________, having by beauty, grace, and virtue inspired her champion to win for her the Crown of this Kingdom, and having reigned as Queen, has thus earned the title and rank of a Countess of this Realm. She now makes bold to approach Your Majesties that she may receive the title, and be invested with the dignities of this estate. 
QUEEN: Let the Letters Patent be proclaimed. 
HERALD: Attend these words and know that by these presents, We, _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, in recognition that _______________has reigned as Queen in our Realm, do hereby style her Countess, and We do affirm her sole and exclusive right to bear by Letters Patent: [blazon]*, and to bear above the shield a gold embattled coronet, shield encircled by a wreath of alternating red hearts points to center and red heraldic roses barbed, leaved, and seeded proper. In acknowledgement whereof We do here set Our hand and seal this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 
If the new Countess doesn't have registered arms, the herald shall read: " . . . We do affirm her right to bear by Letters Patent such suitable and unique Arms as, by consulting with Us and Our heralds, she shall choose, and to bear above . . .".
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QUEEN: Let the Coronet be brought forth. 
The coronet-bearer kneels before the Queen, and then returns to her place. If the new Count is participating, the Queen shall call him forward. 
QUEEN: My Lord Count, it would please Us greatly if you would invest your lady with the coronet of her new estate. 
Taking the coronet from the hands of the Queen, the Count shall place it upon the Countess' head, saying: 
COUNT: As it was my delight to win for you the Crown of An Tir, so it is today my exceeding joy to give you this coronet of a Countess of this Realm. 
But if the Count is not participating, the Queen shall give the coronet to the King, who investing the new Countess, shall say: 
KING: _______________, be henceforth Countess, in this Our Realm, and wear this coronet in token of your estate. 
In either case, before rising, the Countess shall receive from the Queen a rose. 
QUEEN: My Lady Countess, be welcomed into the Order of the Rose, whose token this is, and be henceforth as you have been hitherto, a model of honor and grace to the ladies of this Realm. 
The Queen will hand the Countess the writ, and the herald will exhort the cheers of the people. 
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If the Count has participated in the investiture of his lady, he shall then swear fealty to the Crown with her. But if he has not, then she shall swear by herself at this time.
HERALD: My lady Countess, is it your desire to swear fealty to Their Majesties? 
COUNTESS: It is. 
After she kneels before the King and Queen the herald says: 
HERALD: Do you now swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this Realm, and as you have sat upon the Throne and received the oaths of the people, do you in turn swear faith to the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir? Being mindful that the honor of the Realm springs from your own deeds, do you swear that you shall treat chivalrously and courteously with those of every degree, so long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
COUNTESS: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to this Countess of An Tir, and promise to protect and defend her and her household with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
Then she shall be given leave to depart, and the herald will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
Mail copies of the ceremony to the King, Queen, Crown Prince, and Crown Princess along with the coronation ceremony. 
Remind the Crown Princess to bring a rose for the new Countess. 
Learn which title the Countess will use (Countess, Ban-Jarla, Grafin, etc.). 
Be sure that the Committal retinue will be ready to go at the start of the First Court. 
Have a blazon of the new Countess' arms for the Scroll. 
If the text of the actual writ is different from that given in the ceremony above, use the text of the actual writ.
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The Ducal Retinue shall arrange themselves as follows:

DUCAL HERALD
SCROLL BEARER          SWORD BEARER
BANNER BEARER          CORONET BEARER
INCIPIENT DUKE

The Sword should be held upright and sheathed. The scroll and coronet may be carried upon pillows, if desired. This party may be followed by a group of supporters. 
At the King's command, the party may enter court, and approach the Throne and bow: 
DUCAL HERALD: May it please Your Majesties, your loyal subject, _______________, having by valor, skill, and strength of arms twice won the Crown of An Tir, reigned as King, and descended from the Throne, has earned the rank and title of a Duke of this Realm. He now makes bold to approach you that he may receive from your hand the Royal accolade, and be invested with the other dignities of this high estate. In token of his loyalty to the Crown Kingdom of An Tir, he here yields his sword into Your Majesty's keeping. 
The Sword-bearer will present the Sword to His Majesty, who gives it to the keeping of the Kingdom Champion. The Sword-bearer returns to his place. 
COURT HERALD: Approach the Throne, noble Count. 
The incipient Duke shall kneel before the King. 
COURT HERALD: Let all the dukes here present, come forward to witness this accolade. 
They shall range themselves to either side of the incipient duke. 
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KING: Let the Scroll of Arms be read. 
Presenting the Scroll to the King's Herald, the bearer resumes his place. 
COURT HERALD: Hear and attend, all ye, throughout the Knowne World, that from this day hence _______________, having twice borne the burden of the Crown of An Tir, shall bear the title of Duke. We, _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, do acknowledge this and do affirm his right to bear by Letters Patent: [blazon]* and to bear above the shield a front-facing helm with gold strawberry-leaf coronet with mantling of [the principal color and metal or fur of the Arms]. In witness whereof, We do here set Our hand and seal, this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
If the new Duke doesn't have registered arms, the herald shall read: " . . . We do affirm his right to bear by Letters Patent such suitable and unique Arms as, by consulting with Us and Our heralds, he shall choose, and to bear above . . .". 
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KING: Let the Ducal Sword be brought forth.
Unsheathing the Ducal Sword, the King shall strike the new duke with the flat of the blade, upon the left shoulder, the right shoulder, and then upon the crown of the head, and say: 
KING: Duke _______________, it pleases Us greatly that you receive this Accolade at Our Hand. 
DUKE: My Liege, From your Hand I right gladly receive it. 
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Sheathing the Sword, the King calls for the coronet. 
KING: Let the Ducal Coronet be brought forth. 
The coronet-bearer kneels before the King, and then returns to his place. The King shall place the coronet upon the new duke's head, saying: 
KING: Be henceforth Duke _______________, in this Our Realm, and throughout the Knowne World, and wear this coronet in token of your rank. 
Rising, the Duke shall receive his Sword back from the King. 
KING: We return this Sword to your keeping, charging you to use it henceforth as you have heretofore, in a noble, knightly, and honorable manner. 
DUKE: My liege, upon my honor I swear to do so. 
The duke shall gird himself with the Sword. 
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If the new Duke will be participating in the investiture of his lady, then the ducal party will move to the Queen's left to await the procession of the incipient Countess or Duchess, and he may wait and swear fealty to the Crown with her. 
But, if he will not assist at her ceremony, then he may swear it at this time. 
COURT HERALD: My Lord Duke, is it your desire to swear fealty to Their Majesties? 
DUKE: It is. 
After the Duke kneels before the King and Queen the herald says: 
COURT HERALD: Do you now swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this Realm, and as you have ruled and received the oaths of the people, do you in turn swear faith to the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir? And, being mindful that the honor of the Realm springs from your own deeds, do you swear that you shall treat those of every degree with chivalry and courtesy, so long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
DUKE: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to this Duke of An Tir, and promise to protect and defend him and his household with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
The King will hand the Duke the Scroll, and if the King be a Duke, he shall extend His right hand, taking the Duke by the same, and congratulate him. If the King is not a Duke, then the senior Duke present shall perform this rite: 
KING OR SENIOR DUKE: Welcome, brother _______________, to our right noble estate. 
Then as the dukes present congratulate their new comrade, the King's herald will exhort the cheers of the people. 
If the new Duke will not be participating in the next investiture, then he shall be given leave to depart with his retinue, and the herald will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
Mail copies of the ceremony to the King, Queen, Crown Prince, and Crown Princess along with the coronation ceremony. 
Learn which title the Duke will use (Duke, Herzog, etc.). 
Be sure that the Ducal retinue will be ready to go at the start of the First Court. 
Have a blazon of the new Duke's arms for the Scroll. 
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The Duchess and her Retinue shall arrange themselves as follows: 

DUCAL HERALD
SCROLL BEARER          ROSE BEARER
BANNER BEARER          CORONET BEARER
INCIPIENT DUCHESS

The scroll, coronet, and rose may be carried upon pillows, if desired. This party may be followed by a group of supporters. 
At the Queen's command, the party may enter court, approach the Throne and bow: 
DUCAL HERALD: May it please Your Majesties, your loyal subject, _______________, having by her beauty, grace, and virtue twice inspired her champion(s) to win for her the Crown of this Kingdom, reigned as Queen, and descended from the Throne, has thus earned the rank and title of a Duchess of this Realm. She now makes bold to approach Your Majesties that she may receive the title, and be invested with the other dignities of this high estate. 
The Rose-bearer will present the Rose to Her Majesty. 
ROSE-BEARER: In token of her loyalty to the Crown and the Throne of the Kingdom, Countess _______________ here yields this rose into Your Majesty's keeping, as token of her past estate as Queen, and her membership in the Order of the Rose. 
The Rose-bearer returns to her place. 
COURT HERALD: Approach the Throne, noble Countess. 
The incipient Duchess shall kneel before the Queen. 
COURT HERALD: Let all the duchesses, here present, come forward to witness this joyful event. 
They shall range themselves to either side of the incipient duchess. 
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QUEEN: Let the Scroll of Arms be read. 
Presenting the Scroll to the Court Herald, the bearer resumes her place. 
COURT HERALD: Hear and attend, all ye, throughout the Knowne World, that from this day hence _______________, having twice borne the burden of the Crown of An Tir, shall bear the title of Duchess. We, _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, do acknowledge this and do affirm her right to bear by Letters Patent: [blazon]* and to bear above the shield a gold strawberry-leaf coronet, the shield encircled by a wreath of alternating gold hearts points to center and gold heraldic roses barbed and leaved vert seeded gules. In witness whereof, We do here set Our hand and seal, this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian.

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
If the new Duchess doesn't have registered arms, the herald shall read: " . . . We do affirm her right to bear by Letters Patent such suitable and unique Arms as, by consulting with Us and Our heralds, she shall choose, and to bear above . . .". 
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QUEEN: Duchess _______________, it pleases Us greatly that you receive this Accolade at Our Hands. 
DUCHESS: My Liege, From your Hand I right gladly receive it. 
And the Queen shall kiss the Duchess first upon the left cheek, then upon the right. 
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Then the Queen calls for the coronet. 
QUEEN: Let the Ducal Coronet be brought forth. 
The coronet-bearer kneels before the Queen, and then returns to her place. If the new Duke is participating, the Queen shall call him forward. 
QUEEN: My Lord Duke, it would please Us greatly if you would crown your lady with the coronet of her new estate. 
Taking the coronet from the hands of the Queen, the Duke shall place it upon the Duchess' head, saying: 
DUKE: As it was my delight to win for you the Crown of An Tir, so it is today my exceeding joy to give you this coronet of a duchess of the Realm of An Tir. 
But if the new Duke is not participating (or if the new Duchess' lord is not a duke) the Queen shall give the coronet to the King, who crowning the new Duchess, shall say: 
KING: Be henceforth Duchess _______________, in this Our Realm and the Knowne World, and wear this coronet in token of your estate. 
Rising, the Duchess shall receive from the Queen two roses. 
QUEEN: Receive these roses, my lady Duchess, and bear them henceforth, as you have heretofore, with grace and dignity. 
DUCHESS: My Lady Queen, upon my honor I pledge to do so. 
The Queen will hand the Duchess the Scroll, and if the Queen be a Duchess, She shall embrace the Duchess, and congratulate her. If the Queen is not a Duchess, then the senior Duchess present shall perform the following rite: 
QUEEN OR SENIOR DUCHESS: Welcome, Sister _______________, to our right noble estate. 
Then as the duchesses present congratulate their new sister, the Court herald will exhort the cheers of the people. 
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If the new Duke has participated in the investiture of his lady, he shall swear fealty to the Crown with her. But if he has not, then she may swear by herself at this time. Or if her lord will be made a Count, she may stand to the Queen's left, and wait to swear with him.
HERALD: (My Lord Duke and) My lady Duchess is it your desire to swear fealty to Their Majesties? 
(DUKE AND) DUCHESS: It is. 
After (they or) she kneel before the King and Queen the herald says: 
COURT HERALD: Do you now swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this Realm, and as you have ruled and received the oaths of the people, do you in turn swear faith to the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir? And, being mindful that the honor of the Realm springs from your own deeds, do you swear that you shall treat those of every degree with chivalry and courtesy, so long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
(DUKE AND) DUCHESS: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to this (Duke and) Duchess of An Tir, and promise to protect and defend (them) (her) and (their) (her) household(s) with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
Then (they) she shall be given leave to depart, and the herald will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
Mail copies of the ceremony to the King, Queen, Crown Prince, and Crown Princess along with the coronation ceremony. 
Remind the Crown Princess to bring two roses for the new Duchess, and remind the Queen to bring a rose to give to the new Queen. 
Learn which title the Duchess will use (Duchess, Herzogin, Duquesa, etc.). 
Be sure that the Ducal retinue will be ready to go at the start of the First Court. 
Have a blazon of the new Duchess' arms for the Scroll. 
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HERALD: (Name) _______________, (Office) _______________, has business with Their Majesties. 
The officer will come and kneel before Their Majesties. 
HERALD: What is your business with Their Majesties? 
OFFICER: I have come to resign my office of _______________. I here return unto Your Majesties the symbols of my office, and commend to Your consideration as my successor _______________. 
The retiring officer will return the Baton of Office and other symbols of office which s/he may have received. 
KING: We thank you for your service to the Kingdom and people of An Tir. 
The retiring officer may be given leave to depart, or may be invited to stay and witness the oath of the new officer.
HERALD: Let (New officer)_______________ come before Their Majesties. 
The new officer will come and kneel before Their Majesties. 
HERALD: (New officer) _______________, Their Majesties have chosen you to succeed to the office of _______________. Are you prepared to undertake the tasks and responsibilities of that Great Office of State, to serve the Kingdom and people of An Tir, and to swear fealty to Their Majesties? 
OFFICER: I am. 
HERALD: Do you now swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will faithfully discharge your office, obeying Their Majesties' lawful commands in all matters that concern this Realm, upholding the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir, and mindful that the harmony of the Kingdom springs from your own deeds, that you will deal courteously with those of every degree so long as Their Majesties remain sovereigns of An Tir? 
OFFICER: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, swear fealty to this officer of An Tir, and to all who serve under him/her, and to his/her household, to protect and defend them with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
KING: Then take from Our hands these symbols of office, and bear them in good and faithful service to the Kingdom of An Tir. Henceforth be (Office)_______________ of the Kingdom of An Tir.
KING will give the Baton of Office and whatever other symbols of office he chooses to the new officer. 
And the HERALD will exhort the cheers of the populace as the new officer departs to his/her place. 
Check to see that the out-going officer has brought his/her symbols of office. 
Check to see that Their Majesties will be appointing the recommended replacement. 
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HERALD: (Name)_______________, (Office)_______________, has business before Their Majesties. 
The officer will come and kneel before Their Majesties. 
HERALD: What is your business with Their Majesties? 
OFFICER: I have come to resign my office of _______________. 
KING or QUEEN: We accept your desire to resign your office, and We thank you for your service to the Kingdom and people of An Tir. 
The retiring officer may be given leave to depart, or may be invited to witness the oath of the new officer. 
HERALD: Let (Name of new officer)_______________ come before Their Majesties. 
And the new officer will come and kneel before Their Majesties. 
HERALD: (Name)_______________, Their Majesties have chosen you to succeed to the office of _______________. Are you prepared to undertake the tasks and responsibilities of that Lesser Office of State, to serve the Kingdom and people of An Tir, and to swear fealty to Their Majesties? 
OFFICER: I am. 
HERALD: Do you now swear fealty to _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen, that you will faithfully discharge your office, obeying Their Majesties lawful commands in all matters that concern this Realm, upholding the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir, and, mindful that the harmony of the Kingdom springs from your own deeds, that you will deal courteously with those of every degree so long as Their Majesties remain sovereigns of An Tir? 
OFFICER: I so swear. 
KING: And We, for Our part, swear fealty to this officer of An Tir, and to all who serve under him, and to his household, to protect and defend them with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir.
So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
KING: Henceforth be (name of office)_______________ of the Kingdom of An Tir. 
HERALD will exhort the cheers of the populace as the new officer takes his place. 
Find out the name and titles of the outgoing officer and the incoming officer. 
Remind Their Majesties that they might want to think of something nice to say to the outgoing officer. 
Check with Their Majesties as to whether the outgoing officer will be permitted to recommend a successor as part of the ceremony. If so, make sure that the outgoing officer knows to do this. 
Some of the Lesser Officers of State do have tokens of office. Check with the outgoing officer to find out if the particular office being transferred does have such tokens, and if it does, use the appropriate portions from the Great Office of State ceremony to effect the transfer of those items. 
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The herald shall call the outgoing herald.
HERALD: _______________, come now into Their Majesties’ court. 
And when he has arrived, he shall say: 
OUT-GOING HERALD: Your Majesties, I have come to resign my office of [title] , and do here surrender unto You these symbols of my former office.  I recommend unto your Majesties _______________ as my successor in Your service. 
And here he renders up his cloak, tabard and/or staff of office. 
KING OR QUEEN: We thank you for your service to Our Kingdom, and wish you success in your future efforts. 
Here the Crown shall give him leave to depart, and the herald shall exhort the cheers of the populace for the out-going Herald.  (Outgoing herald may also stay to witness investiture of new herald.)
HERALD: It was the custom in times past that persons named to an Office of Arms be invested in that office by solemn and fitting ceremony, and we today continue that tradition according to the Laws and Customs of An Tir. _______________, Their Majesties command your presence. 
The herald shall call forward the all available heralds from the populace to witness the ceremony.  If desired, they may arrange to enter as a procession, escorting the new Herald.
And when the new Herald has arrived: 
HERALD: _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir (Baron and Baroness of _______________) are minded to name you [title]_______________. Will you accept the responsibilities and honor of this office in their court? 
Upon a positive reply, the herald continues: 
HERALD: Are you then prepared to take the Oath of Arms? 
Upon a further positive reply: 
HERALD: Do you swear that you will ever be true to (the Crown of An Tir) and your liege lord and lady, the King and Queen of An Tir (the Baron and Baroness of _______________), and further, that you will honor all lords and ladies of this Realm? 
CANDIDATE: I so swear. 
HERALD: Do you swear that you will bear yourself soberly and discreetly, keeping all secrets save only treason against the Crown (and your Barony); that you will seek out and report worshipful deeds; that you will be ever ready to commend and loath to blame in all your dealings? 
CANDIDATE: This I swear. 
HERALD: Will you preserve to the best of your ability the rights and privileges of the Office of Arms, to make known to your fellows any deeds of arms, feasts, tournaments, jousts and other assemblies of honor at which they may be able to acquire thanks, honor and profit, sharing truly the goods and gifts coming from this noble Office of Arms? 
CANDIDATE: I so swear. 
HERALD: Do you also swear that you will faithfully participate in the activities of the An Tir College of Heralds, and continue diligent in the study and practice of the science of arms, pledging your knowledge to the service of the Crown and people of An Tir? 
CANDIDATE: All this do I swear. 
Then shall the King or Queen (Baron or Baroness) take a cup of water, and pouring it over the head of the candidate, saying: 
KING or QUEEN: Then be henceforth [title]_______________ Herald (Pursuivant) in An Tir. 
Giving the new Herald a full cup to drink: 
KING or QUEEN: Drink deep to seal the oath that you have taken this day, and keep this cup as token of your pledge. 
Here shall an escutcheon of Office be placed about the neck of the new Herald, the court herald saying: 
HERALD: Wear this badge as token of your rank within the College of Arms. 
And if there is a tabard, it shall be given now. If the Herald has not been titled before then the tabard shall be placed over his head athwart (the front over the right shoulder) and 'turned' clockwise until it comes around to its' proper positioning. 
HERALD: Bear this tabard as symbol of your office within the College of Heralds of An Tir. 
And here the herald shall exhort the cheers of the populace, as the new herald takes his/her place. 
Check to see that the out-going herald has brought his/her tabard and other symbols of office.
Check to see that there is a cupful of water for the "baptism" and beverage for the following drink.
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At the Crown's command, the Herald will call forth the representatives of the incipient Barony: 
HERALD: Your Majesties, the seneschal and Shire of ____________ have a petition for your consideration. 
KING: Let them come forward. 
HERALD: People of the Shire of _______________, come before Their Majesties. 
The delegation, led by the Seneschal and the proposed Baron and Baroness, displaying the Shire banner, will approach the Thrones, bow and kneel. The Seneschal will then approach more closely and present the petition to the King and Queen. 
KING: Let the petition be read. 
The HERALD will read the petition. 
The KING or Queen will then command the HERALD to announce Their Majesties' decision: 
HERALD: Their Majesties have received your petition and are well pleased. The excellence of your arts and sciences is well known, as are the prowess of your fighters and the skill of your craftsmen. Many fine events have been held within your borders. Your officers are capable and your people give their support. 

Therefore, as you have fulfilled all the requirements set forth in the laws and customs of this realm and of the Knowne World, it is Their Majesties' pleasure to grant you the status of Barony in our Kingdom of An Tir. 
If no charter has been prepared, skip this section.
KING or QUEEN: Has the charter been prepared? 
HERALD: Yes, Your Majesty. 
KING: Then let it be read so all may hear. 
The HERALD will read the charter.  
If it has not yet been signed, Their Majesties will sign it. They will then hand it to the SENESCHAL. 

KING or QUEEN: By Our hand, accept this Charter as Seneschal of the Barony of _______________. 
If there has been no Charter prepared, the HERALD will read the following: 
HERALD: Attend all and know that We, _______________, by right of arms, King of An Tir, and _______________, by virtue and grace, Queen of An Tir, do here set Our hands in Letters Patent. 

Whereas the Shire of _______________ has long supported the Crown of An Tir and enriched Our Realm, and 

Whereas the prowess of its warriors, the skill of its craftsmen, and the capability of its officers are well known, and 

Whereas the people have made known their desire and support for _______________to become a Barony, 

Therefore, do We proclaim that _______________ is a shire no more and shall take its rightful place among the Baronies of An Tir as the Barony of _______________. 

We have commanded our great seal to be set here and these words to be proclaimed throughout the Land this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian.

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
The Crown shall then call for the proposed Baron and Baroness: 
KING: Is there a Lord and Lady from among you whom you would have serve as your Baron and Baroness? 
SENESCHAL: There is, Your Majesty. We ask You to create _______________ and _______________ Baron and Baroness, to hold your lands, and sit in Your place among us as Your representatives. 
The proposed Baron and Baroness will approach the Thrones, bow and kneel. 
HERALD: _______________ and _______________, it is the wish of the people of _______________ that you serve as Baron and Baroness, and Their Majesties concur. Will you accept the title and responsibilities of this estate? 
BARON and BARONESS: We will. 
If necessary, any releasing of fealty may be done at this point. 
HERALD: Right mindful that as the representatives of the Crown of An Tir in your Barony, do you understand that you will be responsible for the defense and well-being of this new Barony of An Tir? 
BARON and BARONESS: We do. 
CROWN: Let the scroll be read. 
The HERALD will read the Writ creating the new Baron and Baroness. If no Writ is prepared, the HERALD may read the following:
HERALD: Attend Our words and know by these presents that We, _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, in consideration for Our citizens of _______________, hereby create _______________ and _______________ Baron and Baroness of _______________. 

We charge them to stand in Our stead in all matters ceremonial and to comport themselves as is meet for nobles of Our fair land. Further, We charge them to be ever mindful of the well-being and prosperity of these Our citizens, their lands, and their chattels. To them We confer all rights, duties, obligations, and privileges appropriate to this baronial estate. 

With all here assembled as witness, We do set Our hands and seal on this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
Placing the coronet on the new Baron's head, the King shall say: 
KING: I, _______________, King of An Tir, do now name you, _______________, Baron _______________, to stand in Our place in all matters ceremonial. Wear this coronet as symbol of your title and of the responsibility you bear. 
Placing the coronet on the new Baroness' head, the Queen says: 
QUEEN: I, _______________, Queen of An Tir, do now name you, _______________, Baroness _______________, to stand in Our place in all matters ceremonial. Wear this coronet as symbol of your title and of the responsibility you bear. 
HERALD: Are you now prepared to swear fealty to Their Majesties? 
BARON and BARONESS: We are. 
The CHAMPION will come forward with the SWORD OF STATE. The KING and QUEEN will lay their hands under it and the BARON and BARONESS will lay their hands over the hands of the King and Queen. 
HERALD: Do you now swear fealty for the Barony of _______________, to _______________ and _______________, your Liege Lord and Lady, that you will obey their lawful commands in all matters that concern this Realm, that you will uphold the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir, and mindful that the harmony of your Barony and of the Kingdom springs from your own deeds, that you will deal courteously with those of every degree so long as Their Majesties remain Sovereigns of An Tir? 
BARON and BARONESS: I so swear. 
KING: And We for Our part do swear to this Baron and Baroness of ___________________ and to their Barony, and their households, to protect and defend them with all Our power so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
The BARON AND BARONESS will stand and face the populace. 
HERALD: Be it known to the people of An Tir that _______________ and _______________ will henceforth be known as Baron and Baroness of _______________. 
And as the new Barony takes their leave, the herald will exhort cheers.
Make sure that the Petition will be ready and in court. Pre-read it if possible. Branches should provide a typewritten copy for the herald. If no written petition will be ready, a verbal petition from the seneschal or herald may be substituted (see the ceremony text). 
Find out if the Charter will be ready. Pre-read as above.  Typewritten copy should be provided.  If it is to be signed in court, make sure a calligraphy pen will be ready. 
Find out if any releasing from oaths of fealty will be necessary prior to the investiture of the new baron and baroness. 
Make sure that the coronets will be behind the Thrones, or that the coronet bearers know their cue to bring the coronets forward. 
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If the outgoing Baron and Baroness are not already in court the herald shall call them forth: 
HERALD:  Baron _______________ and Baroness ____________ , their Majesties desire your presence in Their Court.
KING:  What is your business before Us?
OUTGOING B/B:  Your Majesties, we have served as Your representatives in the Barony of __________________ with joy, but now we are weary and are come to be relieved of this burden.
QUEEN:  We understand your desires, and we are grateful for your service.  Have you released all those in fealty to you?
OUTGOING B/B:  We have, Your Majesties.
If a negative response, the outgoing B/B shall stand and face their populace.  They shall speak the words which release those in fealty to them:
BARON OR BARONESS: As we leave our position as Baron and Baroness of _______________ we thank you for your good and faithful service to us and to the people of our Barony. We do here release you from your oaths of fealty, that you may be free to continue in service to our successors. We ask you to give them the same dedication and loyalty you have shown us until now.
BARONESS/BARON: You members of the Sergeantry have served me (us) well.  Likewise have those who have chosen service as Courtiers.  I (we) do here release you now from my/our service, into the keeping of Their Majesties.  I charge you to serve my (our) successor(s), with the same dedication and loyalty in service.)
When they have finished , they turn and kneel again before Their Majesties.)
BARON and BARONESS: Your Majesties, we have been honored to serve Your Kingdom and the people of _______________ as Baron and Baroness, but it is now time for us to resign this service and render the Barony into Your care and keeping.
And here they shall remove their coronets and other regalia as appropriate, and offer them to the King and Queen, who hand them to retainers).
KING: We here grant your request for relief of your duties as Baron and Baroness of _______________. Though we are loathe to lose such servants as you have been to us, we release you from your oaths of fealty.
If either of the departing parties is to be made a Court Baron or Baroness, insert the appropriate ceremony as follows here.
KING OR QUEEN: It would please us to style you Baron and/or Baroness of Our Court. Will you accept this honor from Our Hands?
Upon an affirmative reply, the herald shall read the scroll.  (If no scroll has been prepared, the following may be read.)
HERALD: Hear now the words of the Crown: 

Take heed all people of the Knowne World, that We, _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, do take unto Ourselves Our prerogative to honor those of Our subjects who have pleased us with the title and estate of Baron/Baroness. From henceforth let it be known that _______________ does now hold the title of Baron/Baroness of An Tir, with all the rights and privileges of this rank. By Our hand and seal on this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
If there has been a Baronial Coronet prepared for the new Baron and/or Baroness, the King or Queen shall place it upon his/her head. 
KING or QUEEN: Wear this coronet, bearing the sign of the Kingdom of An Tir, as symbol of your estate as Baron/Baroness in this realm. 
The King and Queen will congratulate the new Baron and/or Baroness and the HERALD will exhort the cheers of the populace. 

But if the Crown will NOT be making them Baron and/or Baroness of the court, they shall be given leave to depart as the populace cheers. The branch representative shall then address Their Majesties 
BARONY SENESCHAL:  Your Majesties, we ask that you name a new Baron and Baroness to be Your representative in our homeland. 
KING:  Herald, call forth the ones We have Chosen to be our presence in the Barony of ______________________.
HERALD: _______________ and _______________, Their Majesties invite your presence in Their Court. 
When they have arrived: 
HERALD: _______________ and _______________, Their Majesties do here invite your service to Their Barony and Kingdom. Will you accept from them the title and responsibilities of Baron and Baroness of __________________?  And will you swear fealty to the Crown of An Tir for this Barony? 
BARON AND BARONESS: We will. 
HERALD: Right mindful that you will be the representatives of the Crown of An Tir, do you understand that you will be responsible for the defense, nurturing and well-being of this Barony? 
BARON AND BARONESS: We do. 
The King and Queen shall rise, and taking the baronial coronets, place them on the heads of the new baron and baroness by turn and say: 
KING: I, _______________, King of An Tir, do now name _______________, Baron of _______________, to stand in Our place in all matters ceremonial. Wear this coronet as symbol of your new estate and as reminder of the responsibility you now bear. 
QUEEN: I, _______________, Queen of An Tir, do now name _______________, Baroness of _______________, to stand in Our place in all matters ceremonial. Wear this coronet as symbol of your new estate and as reminder of the responsibility you now bear. 
KING:  Bring forth the Sword of State.
The Champion shall bring forth the Sword of State. The Crown shall place Their hands under the Sword, and the Baron and Baroness above the Sword over the Crown's hands. 
HERALD: Do you now swear fealty unto _______________ and _______________, your undoubted King and Queen,  for the Barony of _______________, that you will obey Their lawful commands in all matters that concern this Realm, and uphold the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir, and, mindful that the harmony of your Barony and of the Kingdom springs from your own deeds, that you will treat those of every degree with courtesy and chivalry so long as Their Majesties remain sovereigns of An Tir? 
BARON AND BARONESS: I so swear. 
KING: And We for Our part do swear unto this Baron and Baroness of An Tir, and to their Barony and their households, to protect and defend them with all Our power so long as We remain Sovereigns of this Realm. So say I, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say I, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
Here the new Baron and Baroness shall stand and face the populace. and the herald shall proclaim them saying: 
HERALD: People of An Tir! Henceforth let all know that _______________ and _______________ are Baron and Baroness of _________________.  
Exhort cheers
Here the officers, and the sergeants, yeomen and gallants may swear fealty to the new baron and baroness according to baronial custom, or it may take place at a later (baronial) court. 
Find out if either or both of the departing parties is to be given a Court Barony.  Read the scroll ahead of time if one has been prepared.
Find out if there is a coronet prepared for a Court Barony.
Ask if there are special circumstances for either departing or incoming parties, such as needing to be released as a member of the Sergeantry.  Remind Their Majesties of any such requirements.
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At the King's command the herald will call forward the representatives of the incipient shire: 
HERALD: The incipient Shire of _______________ has a boon to ask of Their Majesties.  People of _______________, come now before the Thrones of An Tir. 
The shire shall draw nigh, with the officers at the fore, and they shall bring a banner (furled), if one has been prepared. 
SHIRE HERALD: Your Majesties, we the people of the Incipient Shire of _______________ would inform you of our beginnings. 
Here the group herald shall tell the court of the history of the shire, including their accomplishments as a group. 
SHIRE HERALD: We now ask: Do Your Majesties, or Your Officers, have further requirements of us before we ask of You full status as a Shire of Your Realm? 
KING: [name] _______________, Kingdom Seneschal, Attend Us, for We would have your advice. 
And after consulting with the Seneschal: 
KING: Well, _______________, what say you? 
KINGDOM SENESCHAL: Your officers have nothing further, Your Majesties. 
And here shall the Kingdom Seneschal retire to his place in the court. 
KING: And We also have no further requirements of you. 
HERALD: What would you ask of Their Majesties? 
SHIRE SENESCHAL: Your Majesties, we the people of _______________, having satisfied the guidelines set forth in Kingdom law, now petition You, our Sovereigns, to be recognized as a Shire of the Kingdom of An Tir. 
KING: We hear your request. Tell us the names of those you have chosen to lead you. 
And the shire seneschal shall enumerate the officers, pointing them out, if they are present. Then the King shall command the herald to read the proclamation: 
HERALD: We, _______________ and _______________, well-pleased with the growth and attainments of Our subjects in the Incipient Shire of _______________, do, by these presents, create them a full and self-standing branch, and do style them Shire of _______________, with all the rights and privileges thereof, including the display of the arms:[blazon] in this Our Realm. We do also recognize your officers as Our representatives in Our Realm, and charge you to redouble your efforts in all pursuits, martial and pacific. In witness whereof we do set Our hand and seal this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King _______________, Queen 
The Shire will now Kneel to pay homage, the court herald leading them, phrase by phrase: 
SHIRE: I do affirm that ____________ and _________________ are the true and Sovereign Lord and Lady of this Realm, and pledge my support of Them, Their Crown, and Their Kingdom. 
KING: We accept your homage, and do swear to show you honor, chivalry, and courtesy, to foster the arts and sciences, and support your efforts on behalf of Us and Our Kingdom. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
Then the herald shall exhort the cheers of the populace as the Crown congratulates the seneschal of the new Shire, and the shire members depart. 
Check to be sure the shire has a petition and history to read. 
Be sure that the scroll (proclamation) is ready, and that you can read the calligraphy. 
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At the Crown's command, the herald shall call forth the shire asking for a patron: 
HERALD: The Shire of _______________ has a boon to ask of the Crown. People of _______________, come and kneel before the Thrones. 
And when they have assembled (officers in the fore): 
HERALD: What would you ask of the Crown? 
SHIRE HERALD: Your Majesties, the folk of the Shire of _____________ wish to ask of You a Royal Patron to represent us in Your Court, and to guide us according to Your wishes. 
KING: Are there any among the Great Lords and Ladies of Our Realm that you would request to stand for you? 
SHIRE SENESCHAL: Yes, Your Majesties. _______________ has traveled many times to our lands, and given of his/her talents and knowledge to aid in our growth and accomplishments. We would be pleased if Your Majesties would consider appointing ______________ as Your representative in our homeland, and our voice in Your court. 
The King shall call the patron forward. 
KING: We are considering the request of Our Shire of for the appointment of a Royal Patron. Your name has been advanced for consideration as patron. Do you understand the obligations, duties, and privileges attendant upon such appointment? 
PATRON: Yes, Your Majesty. 
KING: Are you willing to serve Us in this manner? 
PATRON: Yes, Your Majesty. 
KING: Then it shall be so.  We name _______________ Royal Patron for the Shire of _______________ . 
PATRON: Your Majesties, I would now swear fealty as Your representative in the Shire of _______________. 
The herald may lead, phrase by phrase. 
PATRON: I do now swear fealty unto _______________ and _______________, my Liege Lord and Lady, to serve as Royal Patron for the Shire of _______________, to obey Their lawful commands in all matters concerning this Realm, to promote the Arts and Sciences, to muster the forces of the Shire as Your Majesties have need, and to present the concerns of the Shire to Your Majesties to the best of my abilities. So say I, _______________. 
KING: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty unto this Royal Patron of An Tir, that We will protect and defend him and his household with all Our power, so long as We remain Sovereigns of An Tir.  We also Grant unto him all rights, honors, and privileges due him as Royal Patron of the Shire of _______________. So say We, _______________, King of An Tir. 
QUEEN: And so say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
And after thanking Their Majesties, the shire will depart, and the herald will exhort the cheers of the people for the shire and the patron. 
Be sure the shire has a herald to read the petition. 
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At the Crown's command, the HERALD will call for the attention of the populace. 
HERALD: Let _______________ come before Their Majesties. 
And the candidate will come forward and kneel before the throne. 
And the KING or QUEEN may speak directly to the candidate and announce their intention to create him/her Court Baron/Baroness and relate the reasons why they have chosen to so honor their subject. Or they may direct the HERALD to read a scroll which has been prepared (if no scroll has been prepared, the herald may read the following:) 
HERALD: Hear now the words of the Crown: 

Take heed all people of the Knowne World, that We, _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, do take unto Ourselves Our prerogative to honor those of Our subjects who have pleased us with the title and estate of Baron/Baroness. Henceforth let it be known that _______________ does now hold the title of Baron/Baroness of An Tir, with all the rights and privileges of this rank. By Our hand and seal on this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
And if there has been a Baronial Coronet prepared for the new Baron [Baroness], the King or Queen shall place it upon his/her head. 
KING or QUEEN: Wear this coronet as symbol of your new estate. 
And the King and Queen will congratulate the new Baron or Baroness and the herald will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
Find out if there is a coronet to be presented to the new Baron or Baroness, and if so, who has it. Be sure it is ready at hand for the ceremony. 
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At the Crown's command the herald will call forward the candidate(s): 
HERALD: ____________________, come before Their Majesties. 
The candidate(s) kneeling, Their Majesties may wish to inform the court of the accomplishments which have occasioned the award. The herald shall read the scroll text. 
HERALD: Let it be proclaimed to all the Knowne World, that We, _______________, King by right of arms, and _______________, by inspiration and grace Queen, well-pleased with the efforts and service of Our subject _______________, do here admit him/her into the Right Honorable Order of the Goutte de Sang, and also give unto him/her the right to wear upon his/her person the Symbol of the Order. Further We do Grant unto him/her the right to display arms and a crest, and also to show a ribbon and pendant therefrom the badge of this Order.
The herald will then ask
HERALD: Are you willing to accept membership in this Order? 
CANDIDATE: I am. 
HERALD: Henceforth let _______________ be known as a member of the Right Noble Order of the Goutte de Sang, with all the rights and responsibilities granted by the King and Queen of An Tir. 
While Their Majesties congratulate the recipient the herald shall exhort the cheers of the people. 
This award involves membership in the Order, and isn't usually given in the absence of the recipient, but the Crown may want to delegate some Noble to award the honor. 
Make sure that there is a medallion of the Order on hand.
Be sure you can read the scroll. If you can't, get the text written out for you. 
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At the Crown's command the herald will call forward the candidate(s): 
HERALD: _______________, come before Their Majesties. The candidate(s) kneeling, 
Their Majesties may wish to inform the court of the accomplishments which have occasioned the award. The herald shall read the scroll text, or
HERALD: Let it be proclaimed to all the Knowne World, that We, _______________, King by right of arms, and _______________, by inspiration and grace Queen, well-pleased with the efforts and skills in the Arts and Sciences of Our subject _______________, do here admit him/her into the Right Honorable Order of the Jambe de Lion, and also give unto him/her the right to wear upon his person the Symbol of the Order. Further We do Grant unto him/her the right to display arms and a crest, and also to show a ribbon and pendant therefrom the badge of this Order.
And then ask the following: 
HERALD: Are you willing to accept membership in this Order? 
CANDIDATE: I am. 
HERALD: Henceforth let _______________ be known as a member of the Right Noble Order of the Jambe de Lion, with all the rights and responsibilities granted by the King and Queen of An Tir. 
While Their Majesties congratulate the recipient the herald shall exhort the cheers of the people. 
This award involves membership in the Order, and isn't usually given in the absence of the recipient, but the Crown may want to delegate some Noble to award the honor.
Make sure that there is a medallion of the Order on hand.
Be sure you can read the scroll. If you can't, get the text written out for you.
[bookmark: _Toc472788106]Order of the Gray Goose Shaft
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)	
At the Crown's command the herald shall call forth the members of the Order: 
HERALD: Their Majesties invite the members of the Order of the Grey Goose Shaft to come into Their court. 
And when they have arrived, the King shall say to them: 
KING: What business do you have? 
And the herald will call forward the candidate. When he has arrived, the Crown shall ask him/her if he will accept membership in the Order. 

Upon an affirmative answer:

If the candidate is an arcarius, the relevant member shall be called to release the candidate. 

The herald shall read the scroll: 
HERALD: Attend all gentles unto whom these presents shall come, _______________ by devotion to his chosen art of archery, has served Our Kingdom of An Tir right well, and We, being highly pleased with his great skill, do now exercise Our Sovereign Prerogative and command his name to entered into the roll of the Order of the Grey Goose Shaft. Further We do grant unto him/her the right to display arms, the right to a crest, and also the right to show a ribbon and pendant therefrom the badge of the Order, Checky Or and argent, a goose within four arrows lying as on a mascle sable. In Witness whereof We do set Our Hand and Seal this __________ day of __________ Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian.

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
[bookmark: _Toc472788107]Ordo Hastae Leonis
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
HERALD: Their Majesties call into Their Court all members of the Ordo Hastae Leonis here present.
When they have arrived, the herald continues:
HERALD:  An Tir’s great army is known and feared throughout the Known World, and the ferocity and skill of our warriors is fabled among the Laurel Kingdoms.  Extraordinary leadership upon the warfield has made our strength into a force to be reckoned with.  Such valiant and gifted leadership has gained us the respect of all, and made us coveted as allies in the Great Wars.  

Gathered here before you are those gifted leaders to whom the Crown of An Tir has granted the rank of Hastae Leonis, the Spears of the Lion.  Today, the Sable Lion of An Tir sees fit to honor another whose excellence and chivalry in the pursuit and practice of the art of war been proven upon the battlefield.
KING: Welcome, My Spears.  There is another warrior I wish to add to your number today.  
Here the King shall speak of the accomplishments of the new member without mentioning the name of the Candidate.
KING:  Herald, call forth the Candidate.
HERALD:  ___________________, His Majesty requires your presence here.
When the candidate has knelt before the throne:
KING:  _________________, your skills upon the war field have made you a battle leader to be reckoned with, in An Tir and beyond.  It is Our wish that you be entered into the rolls of the Ordo Hastae Leonis.  Will you accept this honor from our hands?
Upon an affirmative answer, the Herald shall read the scroll (if one has been prepared, or may read the following proclamation:
HERALD:  Sound the battle-horns, and let Our Words resound through all the Laurel Kingdoms. We, ____________and ________________, who sit the Sable Lion Thrones, have upon this ____________day of ___________, Anno Societatis _________, commanded the name of _________________to be enrolled among the great war leaders of Our Realm. We do also Grant him Arms, (read here blazon if known) and all other Rights and Responsibilities of this rank.
KING:  So say we, ______________________ King of An Tir.
QUEEN:  And so say we, _______________________, Queen of An Tir.
The herald shall exhort cheers for the new Spear of the Lion. (Remember this Order carries a Grant of Arms)
Find out whether there is a token. 
Get a blazon of the recipient's arms. 
Grants are not usually given in the absence of the recipient. 
Be sure you can read the scroll. If you can't, get the text written out for you.
[bookmark: _Toc472788108]Order of the White Scarf
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
HERALD: It is the right and responsibility of the Crown of An Tir to recognize and reward the service, skill and dedication of Their subjects, and today _______________, King, and _______________, Queen, wish to honor one of Their people. 

Their Majesties invite the members of the Order of the White Scarf to come into Their court. 
And when they have arrived, the King shall say to them: 
KING: What business do you have? 
And the herald will call forward the candidate. 
And when the candidate has arrived, the Crown shall ask whether he will accept membership in the Order, or not. 

Upon an affirmative answer:

If the candidate is a cadet, the relevant member shall be called to release the candidate. 

The herald shall then read the scroll: 
HERALD: Let it be proclaimed to all the Knowne World, that We, _______________, King by right of arms, and _______________, by inspiration and grace Queen, well-pleased with the efforts, skill and chivalry of Our subject _______________, do here admit him into the Right Honorable Order of the White Scarf, and also give unto him the right to wear upon his person the Symbol of the Order.  Further We do Grant unto him the right to display arms and a crest, and also to show a ribbon and pendant therefrom the badge of this Order.  In witness whereof do We set Our hands and Our great seal this ____ day of _______, Anno Societatis _______, being _______ Gregorian.
And the King and Queen shall congratulate the recipient, and present him to his fellows.  And the herald shall exhort the cheers of the populace as the new member departs. 

Find out whether the candidate is a cadet. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788109]Grant of Arms
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
At the Crown's command the herald shall summon the recipient: 
HERALD: _______________, Their Majesties command your presence. 
And when the person has arrived, the King and/or Queen shall describe the reason for the grant. Then the herald shall read the scroll. But if no scroll is available, the herald shall read the following: 
HERALD: Attend all gentles unto whom these presents shall come, for _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, send Greetings. Our subject, _______________, hath pleased us greatly, and We are minded to Grant him the right to bear (blazon) ____, and also the right to a crest, to show a ribbon and pendant therefrom the An Tir Ensign as Badge of his Order. In testimony whereof, We do here set Our Hand and Seal this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
But if the recipient has not registered arms, the herald shall substitute the following: 
HERALD: ...right to bear such suitable and unique arms as, by consultation with Ourselves and Our heralds, he may devise, and also the right to a crest... 
And after the Crown has congratulated the recipient, the herald shall exhort the cheers of the populace. 
Get a blazon of the recipient's arms. 
Grants are not usually given in the absence of the recipient. 
Be sure you can read the scroll. If you can't, get the text written out for you.
[bookmark: _Toc472788110]Award of Arms
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
At the Crown's command, the herald shall summon the recipient: 
HERALD: _______________, come before Their Majesties. 
Their Majesties may here detail the reason for the Award. And then the herald shall read the text of the scroll. But if the scroll is unavailable, the herald shall read the following: 
HERALD: _______________, whereas it has come to Our notice that through diverse great efforts, you have considerably enriched Our Kingdom, it is thus Our pleasure to present you with an Award of Arms. From this day forward you have the rights and responsibilities of this rank, and We charge you to consult with Us and with Our heralds to determine suitable and unique arms. By Our hands this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
But if the recipient already has registered arms, the herald shall substitute the following: 
HERALD: and further award you the right to bear. By Our hands... 
Find out whether the recipient has registered arms. 
Be sure you can read the scroll. If you can't, get the text written out for you. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788111]Section 7: Non-Armigerous Awards and Orders
[bookmark: _Toc472788112]King’s Favor
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
His Majesty may choose to speak about the person before they are called, or after the token has been presented.
HERALD: When Barak ruled as King, He felt it necessary for the King to recognize special service. Upon ascending the Lion Throne, Rorik made this sentiment law, and chose to present the King's Favor to those who had distinguished themselves in personal service to the King of An Tir. Today, _______________, King of An Tir, is proud to recognize the efforts of one such individual. 

His Majesty invites the attendance of _______________. 
After His Majesty has finished his remarks, the HERALD shall be directed to call for cheers.
[bookmark: _Toc472788113]Forget-Me-Not
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
The herald shall call forth the recipients, and when they have arrived: 
HERALD: In the days when Scellanus ruled as Prince of An Tir, Maelen, his Princess, wished to honor those who had been of special service to her during her reign.  She established the Award of the Forget-Me-Not, to be given by the Princesses of An Tir at their pleasure. 

Likewise did Morag, first Queen of An Tir, determine that service to the Queen was worthy of honor, and chose to continue to present the Forget-Me-Not to those who had distinguished themselves in Her service. To this day, personal service to the Queen of An Tir has been recognized by the bestowal of the Forget-Me-Not, and today Queen _______________ is pleased to continue this tradition. 
Here the Queen may wish to say something to the recipient(s) and/or the populace regarding the services rendered her by the person as She bestows the medallion(s). 
Be sure that tokens are at hand to present to the recipients. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788114]Throne’s Favor
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
At Their Majesties' command, the HERALD will call forth the recipient(s) of the Throne Favor. 
HERALD: In the time of the Principality of An Tir, it was determined that a subject who rendered an outstanding service to An Tir was worthy of reward, and so was established the Throne's Favor. When An Tir became a Kingdom, this tradition was deemed worthy and has continued to this day.  Today, Their Majesties wish to recognize a significant contribution to the Kingdom with the Throne’s Favor. 

Accordingly, let _______________ come before the Thrones. 
When the recipient has come before the Thrones, Their Majesties may declare what service has come to their notice as worthy of reward. And if a scroll has been prepared, they will ask the HERALD to read it. 
KING: Let the scroll be read. 
First paragraph will differ. If there is no prepared scroll, the Herald should make reference to what Their Majesties have announced as the reason for granting the Throne's Favor to the specific recipient before reading the following text. 
HERALD: Therefore, to express Our appreciation, We do hereby name [him/her/them] recipient(s) of the Throne's Favor of An Tir, and do grant [him/her/them] the right to display the symbol of this award, being a pennant, checky Or and argent, with ribbons depending __________, __________, __________, and __________, these being Our colors. Accept this gift from Us as a sign of Our gratitude for your service. 

Given by our Hand and Seal this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King _______________, Queen 
Their Majesties will present a pennant to the recipient(s), who will bow and return to their places. And the HERALD will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
Find out if the Crown has a token to give the recipient.   If no pennant has been prepared, the Crown may give a promissory, or simple permission to construct a pennant meeting the qualifications set forth above.
[bookmark: _Toc472788115]Creation of Queen’s Escort
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
The herald shall call forward those chosen by Her Majesty, and they shall kneel before her. 
QUEEN: Because I value your courtesy and chivalry, honor and courage, it is My desire to appoint you as My escort. Is it your desire to serve Me in this way? 
ESCORT: It is. 
HERALD: Are you then willing enter Her Majesty's service and to swear fealty to your Queen? 
After a positive response, the herald shall read the oath: 
HERALD: Do you now swear faith and fealty to _______________, your Undoubted Queen, that you will obey Her lawful commands and protect and defend Her from all harm of word or deed; that you will deal courteously with those of every degree, and especially honor all women of whatever estate, so long as Her Majesty remains Queen of An Tir? 
ESCORT: I so swear. 
QUEEN: And We, for Our part, swear fealty to these Lords (and Ladies) of Our Escort, to protect and defend them, and to show them courtesy and honor. So say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
If there are tokens presented:
QUEEN: And that all may witness their service, We grant these favors. 
And if the QUEEN wishes to appoint a CAPTAIN:
QUEEN: We do also appoint _______________ to serve as Captain of My Escort, and give him this token of his station.
And when the favors are distributed, they shall take their appointed places. 
Get a list of the names for the escort, along with their titles. 
Find out if there will be a Captain, and remind the Queen about favors. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788116]Investiture of Queen’s Ladies-in-waiting
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
As the herald calls the ladies forth they shall come and kneel before Her Majesty: 
QUEEN: My good ladies, your courtesy and gentility, honor and loyalty have brought you to Our notice.  It is Our wish to appoint you Our Ladies-in-Waiting. Is it your desire to serve Us in this fashion? 
LADIES: It is. 
HERALD: Are you then ready to enter Her Majesty's service and swear fealty to your Queen? 
After a positive response the herald shall read the oath: 
HERALD: Do you now swear faith and fealty to _______________, your Sovereign Queen, that you will faithfully serve Her and obey Her lawful commands, and that you will deal courteously and graciously with those of every degree, so long as Her Majesty remains Queen of An Tir? 
LADIES: I so swear. 
QUEEN: And We, for Our part, do swear fealty to these, Our Ladies-in-Waiting, to show them courtesy and honor. So say We, _______________, Queen of An Tir. 
If there are tokens presented
QUEEN: And that all may witness their service, We grant these favors. We do also name _______________ to act as chief among them, and do bestow this token to mark her station.
When the favors are distributed, the ladies shall take their appointed places. 
Get a list of the Ladies-in-Waiting, along with their titles. 
Find out if a Chief Lady-in-Waiting will be appointed, and remind the Queen about favors. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788117]Honor of the Lion of An Tir
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
HERALD: Their Majesties invite the Lions of An Tir to come before Them.
When assembled
HERALD: In the second reign of Tjorkil and Hlutwige, Their Majesties took unto themselves their prerogative to honor those whom the Crown believed to epitomize the ideals of An Tir. Thus was created the Honor of the Lion of An Tir. Today Their Majesties chose to recognize another with this Honor.

Their Majesties invite _________________ to come before Them.
And when the recipient is kneeling before Their Majesties:
KING:  We are minded to bestow the Honor of the Lion of An Tir upon you.  Will you accept this Fellowship from Us?
If there IS a scroll, read scroll:
HERALD: Proclaim through all the land that We, _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, being greatly inspired by the example set for Us and Our subjects by _______________ through his/her contribution to the quality of life in Our realm, do now create him/her a fellow of the Honor of the Lion of An Tir with all the privileges pertaining thereto, being: the right to include a Lion, tail forked and nowed sable as a supporter upon his/her Armorial achievement, and the right to augment his/her personal banner with a stripe in dexter checky or and argent to signify his estate. In witness whereof We do here set Our hand and seal, this __________ day of ___________ Anno Societatis _______________, being __________ Gregorian. 

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
If there IS NOT a scroll:
HERALD:  Their Majesties have invited ___________ to become a Lion of An Tir.  Having accepted, _______________, now has the right to include a Lion, tail forked and nowed sable as a supporter upon their Armorial achievement, and the right to augment their personal banner with a stripe in dexter checky or and argent to signify their estate.
The herald shall exhort the cheers of the populace as the Fellowship departs. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788118]Honor of the Belated Rose
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
At the Crown's command the herald will call forth the Ladies of the Rose and the Ladies of Valorous Estate: 
HERALD: Let the Ladies of the Rose, those Duchesses and Countesses here present, joined by the Ladies of Valorous Estate, those Viscountesses among you, come before Their Majesties. 
When they have gathered, their SPOKESPERSON shall address Their Majesties. 
SPOKESPERSON: Your Majesties, the Ladies of the Rose and the Ladies of Valorous Estate wish to honor one/some of your subjects by granting the Honor of the Belated Rose. Have we Your permission to do so? 
QUEEN: You do. 
The SPOKESPERSON will then ask the HERALD to call the selected individual(s) forward. 
HERALD: _______________, Their Majesties invite you to attend Them. 
When s/he/they have arrived, the SPOKESPERSON may recount the particular virtues which have brought the candidate(s) to their attention.
HERALD: For continuing exemplary honor, chivalry, and courtesy, _______________ has gained the notice of the Ladies of the Rose and the Ladies of Valorous Estate . Whereas we concur that s/he rightly deserves recognition, we are minded to grant him/her the Honor of the Belated Rose. 
And the Ladies will present the recipient(s) with the token that has been prepared. And when all have received tokens, the King and Queen will congratulate the recipients, and the Ladies and the recipients shall return to their places, as the herald exhorts the cheers of the populace. 
Find out how many awards will be given, and make sure that the right number of tokens are available. 
Find out how many countesses, duchesses and viscountesses will be coming forward, so you will know when they've all assembled. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788119]Order of the Carp
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
Her Majesty may wish to invite the member of the Order of the Carp to come forward.  If so, the herald shall call forth the members. And when they have assembled the herald shall read: 
HERALD: During the reign of King Dak, Her Majesty Nu Huang Lao resolved to honor those who had striven for excellence in persona development, persevering in their task. In China the CARP is symbolic of perseverance. Thus, Queen Lao chose the carp to mark those whose accomplishments in this endeavor were worthy of notice and praise. She decreed that, in the manner of her homeland, members of the Order may wear an embroidered patch as token of Her esteem; and the emblem is: Gules a carp haurient embowed Or. 

Her Majesty is minded to admit a new member to the Order of the Carp this day.   _______________, Her Majesty invites your presence. 
When the candidate kneels, the Queen shall say: 
QUEEN: We are minded to admit you to the Order of the Carp. Will you accept membership in the Order and with it the responsibility of continuing the development of your own persona, and offering assistance to those who would do the same? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
Giving the token of the Order, the Queen says: 
QUEEN: Then please accept from Our hands this token of the Order. 
HERALD: Let the word go forth, from this moment  _______________  is a member of the Order of the Carp of the Kingdom of An Tir. 
And the herald will exhort the cheers of the people. 
This award involves membership in an Order, and so should not be given in the absence of the inductee. 
Be sure that there is a token available. Duchess Lao has agreed to provide these, so obtain them from her. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788120]Order of the Lion’s Torse
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
At the King's command, the herald shall call forth the members of the Order: 
HERALD: Their Majesties call forward the Members of the Order of the Lion's Torse. 
When they have gathered: 
HERALD: Your Majesties, gathered before you are the members  of the Order of the Lion's Torse.  Each has been admitted to this order in recognition of their exemplary use and display of authentic and attractive armor on the tourney fields of An Tir. 
SPOKESMAN: Your Majesty, there is one missing from our Order. We would ask you to invite another to join us today. 
KING: Tell me of their accomplishments. 
And the spokesman shall detail the qualifications of the candidate. Then the King shall command the herald to call the candidate forth. 
HERALD: _______________, His Majesty commands your attendance. 
When the candidate has arrived: 
KING: Do all of you agree that _______________ should be admitted to the Order of the Lion's Torse? 
Receiving an affirmative reply the King continues: 
KING: We are minded to admit you into the Order of the Lion's Torse. Will you accept this honor from Our hands? 
CANDIDATE: I will. 
KING: Then We admit you to this Order.  We charge you to continue your efforts, and to encourage all in the use of authentic and attractive armor on Our tourney fields.  Go now to your fellows. 
As the King and members of the Order greet the new member, the herald will exhort the cheers of the people. 
Find out who will be spokesman for the Order. 
Find out if there is a token to be presented. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788121]Order of the Mano d’Oro
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
At Their Majesties' command, the HERALD will call the Kingdom Minister of Arts before the Thrones. 
HERALD: Let _______________, (Mistress/Master/Minister) of Arts of the Kingdom of An Tir, come before Their Majesties. 
The Minister of Arts will come before the Thrones, bow or kneel, and at the King's command, will stand to the side of the Thrones. And, at the King's command, the HERALD will continue: 
HERALD: Let all those who currently hold the award of the Mano d'Oro come before Their Majesties. 
When the holders of the Mano d'Oro have gathered before the Thrones, Their Majesties will turn to the Minister of Arts: 
KING or QUEEN: _______________, you have recommended to Us a candidate to receive the award of the Mano d'Oro. Who is this candidate? 
MINISTER OF ARTS: Your Majesties, it is _______________. 
KING or QUEEN: Let the Herald call _______________ to come before Us. 
HERALD: Let _______________ come before the Thrones. 
When the candidate has come forward, Their Majesties shall ask the Minister of Arts to describe his/her qualifications: 
KING or QUEEN: Tell us of the accomplishments which have distinguished this candidate. 
The MINISTER OF ARTS will relate the candidate's accomplishments, contributions, and service to the Arts and Sciences of An Tir. 
KING: _______________, We have heard these accomplishments, which have surely enriched the life of the Kingdom and people of An Tir, and We find them worthy of recognition. Therefore, We would honor you with the award of the Mano d'Oro, as these artists gathered here have been honored before you. Will you accept this honor from Our hands?
Upon an affirmative answer, the herald will read the scroll. If there is no scroll, the following text may be read: 
HERALD: Know all to whom these presents shall come that in times past, outstanding support of and performance in the arts and sciences received especial acclaim in Our realm in the form of a Golden Hand. Accordingly, We, _______________ and _______________, King and Queen of An Tir, upon the strong recommendation of Our Mistress/Master of Arts, do hereby bestow the Mano d'Oro upon Our subject _______________, in token of his/her service to and accomplishments in the Arts and Sciences in Our land. This We proclaim this __________ day of __________, Anno Societatis __________, being __________ Gregorian.

_______________, King of An Tir _______________, Queen of An Tir 
The candidate will be given a token bearing the badge of the Mano d'Oro: 
QUEEN: Bear this token as sign of the esteem in which We hold you and the contributions you have made to this Kingdom. 
The KING and QUEEN will congratulate the new award holder, as will the Minister of Arts and the other award holders, and the HERALD will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
Find out the name and titles of the Minister of Arts of An Tir.
See if there will be a token available, and if there is not, ask the Minister of Arts to find someone who would like to pass on his/her token. If the latter option is followed, make sure that you know before court if there is going to be a token or not. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788122]Lion’s Cub
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
At Their Majesties' command, the herald will call forth the recipient: 
HERALD: Their Majesties ask _______________ to come into Their court. 
When the child has come before Them, Their Majesties may speak of the cause for the award. 
HERALD: Let the people of An Tir know that _______________ has displayed the ideals of courtesy in service to the Realm of An Tir, in acknowledgement of which Their Majesties grant unto him/her the Award of the Lion's Cub, with the wish that s/he continue to bring honor and joy to the Kingdom of An Tir. 
And after Their Majesties congratulate the recipient, s/he shall return to his/her place as the herald exhorts the cheers of the people. 
Find out if there is a token to be bestowed. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788123]Sable Chime
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
The herald shall call forth the recipients, and when they have arrived:
HERALD:  When Maliqa ruled as Queen, she wished to honor those whose skills in the art of musical performance were especially pleasing.  Thus, she established the Award of the Sable Chime, to be given by the Crowns of An Tir at Their pleasure.

Today, (His/Her/Their) Majesty(ies) wish to recognize whose musical talents and skills have pleased (him/her/them) during (his/her/their) reign.
They may wish to say something to the recipient(s) and/or the populace regarding their performances as the medallion(s) are presented.
Be sure that tokens are at hand to present to the recipients. 
[bookmark: _Toc472788124]Admission to the Varangian Guard
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: 12th Night, XXXVII (2003)
At the King's command, the Herald will call forward the Varangian Guard. 
HERALD: Let all members of the Royal Varangian Guard come before the Thrones.
When they have gathered before Their Majesties: 
KING: Who will speak for the Guard? 
And the Spokesperson will stand forth. 
SPOKESPERSON: I, _______________, speak for the Guard. We would add another to our rank. 
KING: Call him forward. 
HERALD: Let _______________ come before the Thrones. 
And when the proposed member has come before the Thrones, the SPOKESPERSON will proclaim why this person should become a Varangian. And if the KING consents, the new member will be accepted. 
SPOKESPERSON: Welcome to the Guard! 
And the new member will be cloaked in the red cloak of the Guard. (NOTE: In times past, the new member was also forced to eat pickled herring, this may be optional.) When the new member has been fully inducted into the ranks of the Guard, and if Their Majesties have no further business to conduct with the Guard, the members of the Guard shall bow to Their Majesties and return to their places. 
And the HERALD will exhort the cheers of the populace. 
Find out who the spokesperson will be, and make sure that s/he knows what to do.
Make certain that the candidate knows what is required.
Find out if there is a cloak prepared.
[bookmark: _Toc472788125]Riderless Horse Memorial Ceremony
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: September Crown 2007
At the Crown’s command,
HERALD: Their Majesties ask the populace to stand. 
HERALD: The Ladies of the Rose and the Ladies of Valorous Estate will now escort the Riderless Horse Memorial into Court. 
The Ladies of the Rose and Valorous Estate approach, followed by the Riderless Horse wearing the ceremonial caparison.
The KING or QUEEN or HERALD or one of the LADIES reads (at the Crown’s discretion):
SPEAKER: The Kingdom of An Tir needed a permanent memorial representing our sorrow for those who have passed away. The Ladies of the Rose and the Ladies of Valorous Estate proposed using a Riderless Horse to represent those who have died, both as a dignified way of marking their passing, and to provide a ceremony that will be instantly and universally understood by those who witness it. 

Today, we bring before you the Riderless Horse Memorial, which will be a constantly evolving piece of An Tir history which is stewarded by the Ladies of the Rose and Ladies of Valorous Estate. The caparison has been fashioned from retired pieces of Kingdom Regalia, and will continue to be added to by members of the Ladies of the Rose and Valorous Estate and the populace of our Kingdom. 

It is right and fitting that members of the populace of An Tir who pass on be remembered and recognized for their presence and contributions to the Sable Kingdom. 
The QUEEN carries a black tassel to the Riderless Horse.
HERALD: Therefore do We, Queen _______, hereby recognize ____________.  
The QUEEN attaches the tassel on the caparison.
The HERALD reads the name of each person who has passed as the QUEEN attaches a tassel to the caparison. There is a moment of silence following each name.
The Ladies of the Rose and Valorous Estate escort the Riderless Horse out of Court.
There are no cheers or applause.
Verify the Riderless Horse is available.
Ensure the Ladies of the Rose and Valorous Estate have the list of names available for the Herald.
[bookmark: _Toc472788126]Creation of a Herald Extraordinary
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Version: Twelfth Night 2017
The College of Heralds is called before the Crown. Black Lion is asked to speak.
BLACK LION: Your Majesties:

As heralds in Your service, we are bound by oaths sealed before you:

.. to be true to the Crown, and to honor the lords and ladies of Your Realm,
.. to bear ourselves soberly and discreetly, keeping all secrets save treason against the Crown,
.. to report worshipful deeds, and to be ready to commend and loath to blame,
.. to preserve the rights and privileges of the Office of Arms, and
.. to share the goods, gifts, and knowledge that comes of our Office in Your service.

Therefore I present Your heralds, to fulfill my oath by reporting to Your Majesties, one among them, faithful and diligent,

.. whose wisdom has brought honor and cunning to us beyond others, 
.. whose dignity sustains and preserves us beyond others, 
.. whose voice guides us beyond others, and 
.. whose name means Herald of An Tir, beyond others.

Their name is __________.
COURT HERALD: __________, Come forward before Their Majesties.

It is by the testimony of your colleagues, the recommendation of Black Lion, and the Will of the Crown that you would be raised to the rank of Herald Extraordinary.  Will you accept from Them this honor, and swear to uphold the rights and responsibilities of this rank of Arms?
On positive response
Black Lion speaks the lot, or delegates items to other heralds.
Suggested phrasing as shown.
BLACK LION: 

It was the custom in times past 
that heralds raised in rank of Arms 
be so invested by solemn and fitting oath, 
and we today continue that tradition 
according to the Laws and Customs of An Tir.

__________:

You shall swear 
by the oath that you received when you were made a herald, 
and by the faith that you owe to the Crown 
whose arms you have borne, 
that you shall truly keep such things as are comprised in the articles following: 

1st, 
whensoever the Crown shall command you to give any message 
to any other Sovereign or princely estate, 
or any other person out of this Their realm or within the same, 
that you shall do it as honorably and truly as your will and reason can serve you, 
and truly report bring again to Their Majesties of your message, 
always keeping yourself secret, 
save to such persons as you be commanded to utter your charge unto, 
as surely you have done to this day.

2ndly, 
you shall do your true duty 
to be every day more cunning than others in the service of arms, 
so as you may be better furnished to teach others under you, 
and execute with more wisdom and more eloquence 
such charges as the Crown 
or of Their realm any noble 
shall lay unto you, 
as surely you have done to this day.

3rdly, 
you shall do your diligence 
to have knowledge of all the nobles and gentle-people within your march, 
which should bear coats in the field in the service of the Crown, 
and such arms as they bear, 
and they hold any service by knight's fee, 
whereby they should give to the Crown service for the defense of Their land, 
as surely you have done to this day.

4thly, 
you shall not be unwilling 
to teach pursuivants or heralds, 
nor to ease them in such doubts as they shall move to you. 
Also, you shall keep, 
from month to month as your will and reason can serve you, 
your chapters to the increase of cunning in the service of arms, 
and the doubts that there cannot be eased, 
you shall move to Black Lion, 
as surely you have done to this day.

5thly, 
you shall observe and keep to your cunning and power 
all such oaths as you made when you were created a herald, 
to the honor and worship of noblesse and integrity of living, 
namely, in eschewing disreputable places, 
and always more ready to excuse than to blame any person. 
Also you shall permit truly to register all acts of honor in manner and form as they be done, 
as forsooth as power and cunning may extend, 
as surely you have done to this day.
And then Black Lion asks
BLACK LION: __________: Do these articles you swear truly to keep with all your might and power, as befits a herald of your rank, until death take you, or the world end?
On positive response
CROWN: Then [… on this day …] be called Herald Extraordinary, and receive from Us the right to personal title.

[… So say We …]

Rise, and rejoin your colleagues.
Exhort cheers
Based on The Black Book of the Admiralty, “The Oath of the Kings of Arms in Their Creation”.
Since the phrasing is archaic, spend time practicing the charges.
[bookmark: _Toc472788127]Section 8: Alternate Oaths
[bookmark: _Toc472788128]An Oath of Service
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Addendum 2005, approved by King Skeggi
CANDIDATE: Here do I offer my promise of service and loyalty to Their Majesties ________ and ________, undoubted King and Queen. I promise to support the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir so much as it is within my power, and to treat all with chivalry and courtesy.
[bookmark: _Toc472788129]Two Oaths of Loyalty and Friendship
Ceremonial of the Kingdom of An Tir
Addendum 2005, approved by King Skeggi
[bookmark: _Toc472788130]Oath 1
CANDIDATE: Freely do I give my word before these witnesses to strive for the good in all things that concern this realm. Loyalty and friendship do I offer to my undoubted Liege Lord and Lady, ________ and ________.
[bookmark: _Toc472788131]Oath 2
CANDIDATE: Here do I bind myself to the Crown and Kingdom of An Tir with this oath of loyalty and friendship. Here do I swear that I will treat all with chivalry and courtesy, and offer service unto this realm so much as it is within my power.
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